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An Earneſt and Serious 


A * 8 W E R 


TO 


"Dr. FT RAP P's Diſcourle, Ge. 
5 d 6H I follow the Bent of my 


own Mind, my Pen, ſuch as it is, 
ſhould be wholly employ'd in 
A $ 
\ SN f ſetting forth the infinite Love of 
God to Mankind in Chrift Jeſus, and in en- 
deavouring to draw all Men to the Belief 
and Acknowledgment of it. This one great 
Mercy of God, which makes the one only Hap- 
pineſs of all Mankind, ſo juſtly deſerves all 
our Thoughts and Meditations, fo highly en- 
lightens, and improves every Mind that is at- 
tentive to it, ſo removes all the Evils of this 
preſent World, ſo ſweetens every State of Life, 
ſo inflames the Heart with the Love of everx 
divine and human Virtue, that he is no fmall 
Lsoſer, whoſe Mind is, either by Writing or 
| Reading, detain'd from the View and Con- ED 
templation of it. . 
hen this Myſtery of Divine Love was firſt wy 
manifeſted to the World, it produced its pro- 
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per Effects, it put an End to al! ne and 
Divifon ; for all that believed were of ene heart, 
and one Spirit, and had all things common*. And 
indeed under the real Fee and full Be- 
lief of this great Myftery of Divi ine Love, 
there ſeems to be no Room left for any thing 
elſe amongſt Chriſtians, but Returns of {ove 
to God, and Flowings out of Love tow: ards 
one another, 

But now it is ſo difficult to ent*r into Con- 
troverſy without being, or at leaſt ſeeming in 
- ſome Degree unkind to the Perſon that one op- 
poſes, that it is with great Rcluctance that I 
have enter'd upon my preſent Undertaking 3 - 
having nothing more deeply rivetted in my 
Heart, than an univerſal Love and Kindneſs 
for all Mankind, and more eſpecially for thoſe 

hom God has. called to be my Fellow-La- 
bourers in promoting the Salvation of Man- 
kind. But however unwilling, yet I find myſelf 
cbligedto confider, and lay en many grievous 
Faufts in the Doctor s Diſcourſe ; and to ſhew 
to all Chriſtians, that the ene Intcreſts of 
their Souls are much endanger'd by it 

And this | muſt do with great Plainneſs and 
« Sincerity, in the Love of T ruth, and under the 
Direction of Charity, ſaying nothing in the Spi- 


rit of an Acverſary, ſparing nothing through 


Reſpect of. Perſons, ſacrificing nothing to the 
Taſie or Temper of the World, but ſetting forth 

every Thing in that naked Light, in which the 

Spirit of God eee it to my own Mind. 
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The Doctor undertakes to ſtir up, and alarm 
Mankind with the Sin, Folly, and Danger, of be- 
ing righteous over-much. The Text from which 
he has the Title of his Diſcourſe is very un- 
| happily choſen, and muſt be looked upon ra- 
ther as a ſevere Reproach, than any kind of Ju- 
ſtification of it, The Text is indeed in the 
Writings of Solomon, and as it ſtands there, has 
no Hurt in it; becauſe as the Royal Preacher 
ſometimes introduces Fools, and ſometimes In- 
fidels, making their Speeches, ſo there is a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuppoſing that to be the Caſe in the 
Doctor's Text; not only from the Context, 
which plainly ſhews there are Two Perſons in- 
trodnced, the one for, the other againſt Righ- 
tcouſhieſk ; ; but becauſe the Words, unleſs ſtrip- 
ped of all their proper Meaning, cannot be 
taken in a Senſe that is tolerable, « or confiſtent 
with the common Notions of Piety. _ 

Is it not therefore ſtrange, that the Doctor 
ſhould chuſe to have a Diſcourſe and Title to it, 


1 conformable to a Text of this ind; For if his 


Diſcourſe is of a Piece with his Text, muſt not 
all fenfible People find it as hard to reconcile 
his Diſcourſe, as to reconcile the Text with the 
common Notions of Piety ? Is it not ſtrange, that 
he ſhould think it right and juſt, to limit, ex- 
plain, and model, both the Letter and Spirit of 

the Goſpel by ſuch a Saying in the Writings of 
2 yr as muſt be aſcrib'd to the Spirit and 

Mouth of an Infidel ? Is it not ftill ranger, 

that ſuch a Text, ſo offenſive to Piety, ſhould 
have not only been ſo long dwelt upon in the 
AZ e Doctor's 
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per Effects, it put an End to al! Ares and 
Drvifior ; for all that believed awere of 67 0 neart, 
and one Spirit, and had all things common*. And 
indeed under the real Influcncs, ond it cl Be. 
lief of this great Myftery of Divine Love, 
there ſcems to be no Room left for any thing 
clic amongſt Chriſtians, but Returns of Love 
to God, and Flowings out of Love towards 
one another. 
But now 1t is ſo difficult to a r into Con- 
troverſy without being, or at leaſt ſeeming in 

- Tome Degree unkind to the Peron that one op- 
poſes, that it is with great Rcluctance that I 
have enter'd upon my preſe e ndertaking 3 - 
having nothing more deeply rivetted in my 
Teart, than an univerſal Love and Kindneſs 
for all Mankind, and more «cfpcciilly for thoſe 
whom God Pts called to be my Fellow-La- 
bourers in promoting the Salvation of Man- 
kind. But however uawilling, yct I find myſelf 
chliged to conſider. andlay open many grievous 
Faults in the Doctor's Diſcourſe ; and to ſhew 
to all Chriſtians, that the 3 Intcrefts of 

their Souls are much en danger* d by it 

And this | muſt di with greit Pl: gf NN and 
Sin ccrity, in the Loveof I ruth. and under the 
e of Charity, ſaying nothing in e 
t of an Hcverſary, ſparing nothing through 
. & 0 of Perſons, ſacrificing. nothing to the 
Tajie or Temper of the World, but ſetting forth 
every Thing in that naked Light, in which the 
Spirit f God repreſents 1 it to my own Mind. 
The 
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The Doctor undertakes to ſtir up, and alarm 
Mankind with the Sin, Folly, and Danger, of be- 
ng righteous over- much. The Text from which 
he has the Title of his Diſcourſe is very un- 
happily choſen, and muſt be looked upon ra- 
ther as a ſevere Reproach, than any kind of Ju- 
ſtification of it, The Text is indeed in the 
Writings of Solomon, and as it ſtands there, has 
no Hurt in it ; becauſe as the Royal Preacher 
ſometimes :trodiices Fools, and ſometimes In- 
fidels, making their Speeches, ſo there is a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuppoſing that to be the Caſe in the 
Do&@or's Text; not only from the Context, 
Which plainly ſhews there are Two Perſons 1 in- 
troduced, the one ſor, the other againſt Righ- 
teouſneſs; but becauſe the Words, unleſs ſtrip- 
ped of all their proper Meaning, cannot be 
taken in a Senſe that is tolerable, or conſiſtent 

with the common Notions of Piety. 

Is it not therefore ſtrange, that the Doctor 
ſhould chuſe to have a Diſcourſe and Title to it, 
conformable to a Text of this kind; For if his 
Diſcourſe is of a Picce with his Text, muſt not 
all ſenfible People find it as hard to reconcil 
his Diſcourſe, as to reconcile the Text with the 
common Notions of Piety ? Is it not ſtrange, that 
he ſhould think it right and juſt, to limit, ex- 
plain, and model, both the Letter and Spirit of 
the Goſpel by ſuch a Saying in the Writings of 
ors as muſt be aſcribd to the Spirit and 
Mouth of an Infidel? Is it not fill firanger, 
that ſuch a Text, ſo offenſive to Piety, ſhould 
have not only been {o long dwelt upon in the 

A 4 „„ 


„ 
Doctor s Three Churches, but ſent abicad ito 
the Chriſtian World, as a proper Key to all the 
practical Sayings, Parables, and Doctrines, of 
Jeſus Chriſt ? 

Supported by this Text, the DoQor endea- 
vours to deter and fright Chriftians from the 
Sin, Folly, and Danger, of being righteous 
overmuch, and from what he calls the baneful 
Plague of Enthuſiaſm. But then it is Matter 
of juſt Complaint, that he docs all this, with- 
out ever ſhewing in any Part of his Diſcourſe, 

| wherein true Righteouſneſs, or the right and 
{ober Spirit of Piety conſiſts. If he ſuppoſed 
bis Readers to be already well acquainted with 
the Nature and Extent of Chriſtian Holineſs, 
and to have juſt and diſtin& Ideas of Religion, 
what it is in itſelf, what Change, Purification, 
and Perfection, it aims at in human Nature, 
how, and by what Means, a Man may make 
himſelf a full Partaker of all that Benefit, 
Change, and Perfection, that is intended by it 
there would then have been little Occaſion for 
his preſent Undertaking. 5 
For if they may be fuppoſed thus to know = 
What is right in Religion, they would by ſuch 


: Knowlege be in the beſt State of Security 


againſt that which is wrong. 
But the Doctor overlooks this important 
Matter. He neither ſuppoſes them to have this 
Knowlege, nor endeavours to help them to it; 
but in a Flow of Zeal, in a looſe, declamatory 


| Stile, reflects at large upon all Attempts to- 


wards a Picty, that is not modern, common, and 
according 


toad 


according to the preſent Power and Faſhion of 
Religion in the World. Thus, you every-where 
find hard and ſevere Reflections caſt upon Pre- 
tenders to Piety, pretended Spiritualiſts, and 
Righteous over-much ; great Accuſation of Ex- 
ceſſes, Extraordinaries, and By-paths ; but no- 
where a Vord, or a Hint, in Favour of thoſe, 
who would only be ſo exceſſive, ſo extraordi- 
nary, and ſo much out of the common Paths, 
as the bleſſed Saints, and Martyrs of the Pri- 
mitive Church were; no-where are ſuch Peo- 
ple told, that he wiſhes them God Speed, that 
their Zeal? 18 much wanted both amongſt Clergy 
and Laity, and that the Goſpel ſuffers, be- 
cauſe we know not where to find living Exam- 
ples of its Purity and Perfection. No-where are 
ſuch People told, that he writes not againſt 

them, that He loves their Spirit, and ſhould be 

glad to add new Fervours to it; _ no-where are 

they told, what Chriſtian Perſeetion i is, what a 
Holineſs of Body, Soul and Spirit it requires, 
and what Blefſedneſs of Life it gives; how 
_ powerfully all are called to it; how earneſtly 
all ought to aſpire after it; and how ſadly they 

are miſtaken, what Enemies to themſelves, 


Who for the Sake of any, or all the Things in 


the World, die leſs purified and periect, . than 
they might have been. 
If we had to do only with o one fragle 8 
5 ſincerely good, yet ſeeming to carry Matters 
too high in ſome Parts of his Duty, if we in- 
tended privately to diſſuade him from ſuch 


Heights; yet even this, thus Privatel ly done, 
A 4 and 
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and to a Perſon of Piety, would be excec ding 
dangerous, and very unjuftifiable : ; unleſs we toc! 
the wt off: Care at the ſame Time, to heef 1 
the pious Zeal of his Mind, to ſhew him 
wherein the true Point of Perfection conſiſted. 
and to encourage his utmoſt Enceavours after 
it. 5 
gut if this Caution, Inſt ruction, and Encou- 
ragement, cannot be omitted without great 
Hurt to Religion, when we ſpeak only 10 4 
Perſon of Piety, and in private, about any re- 
ligious Extreams. What muſt be ſaid of the 
Doctor's Conduct? who to the World dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sin, preaches up the Sin, Folly, 
and Danger, of being Righteous over-much. 
To the World E ating and Drinking, and riſing 
up to Play, he harangues upon the Madneſs, 

Danger, and Folly, of too much 5 & CMPerance, 
Abftinence, Mortification, and Severity of Lie. 
To the World aſleep, inſenſible, and careleſs, not 
only of the Purity and Ferfe&ion, but of the 
Firſt Principles of the Goſpel, he boldiy, raſhiy 
reproaches all Appearances of Holineſs, that 
are uncommon and extraordinary. To no Part 
of the World does he repreſent or propoſe the 
Perfection of the Goſpel, or recommend it as 
that, which Deſerves all that they can do, or 
5 faffer, for Sake of it. 5 ft 
This, therefore, I am obliged to point out, 
as a fundamental Deſect in the Doctor's Dif- 
courſe, and ſuch as renders it an evil Tempta- 
tion, a dangerous Snare, and fatal Delufizn, to 


all thoſe, who do not read it with a full and 
thorough Diſlike, N 5 Cold- 


1 


Coldneſs, Indifference, and a lifeleſs 0 
Compliance with all the Duties of Religion; 
a Slavery to Eaſe, Softneſs, and ſenſible Plea— 

ſures; a criminal Conformity to the Spirit, Fa- 
ſhions, and Corruptions, of the World; un- 
mortified Paſſions; a conniving at ſayourite 
Sins; deep Roots of Pride. Partality, and 
Self-Love; an unawakened Conſcience; an In- 
{enſibility of their corrupt, unreformed, unre- 
generate State; a Proneneſs to be content and 
ſatisfied with poor Beginnings, Names and Ap- 
pcarances of Virtue; is perhaps the State of 
more than TWwo- thirds of thoſe that are looked 
Aber to be the Religious amongſt us. 

Now the Doctor's Diſcourſe h; as a direct and 
natural Fitneſs to lull all theſe People aſle cep, 
to ſuppreſs all Stirrings and Intentions of 
Amendment, to keep up and nouriſh every 
Diſorder of their Hearts, to increaſe their 
Blindneſs, and awaken nothing in them, but a 
hurtful Zeal to cenſure and condemn all thoſe, _ 
that are endeavouring to practice the uncommon 
Piety of the Goſpel. 

There is ſaree a Reader amongſt this Num- 
ber of People, whether he be Layman or Clergy- 
man, but will find this Effect from the Doc- 
tor's Inſtructions ; he will begin to take /reſh 
Comfort in bis State, to think himſelf happy 
tor having bad no aſtirings aſter high Improve= 
ments in Piety; he will not only be content with 
his Corruptions, but be fired, and hardened 
againſt all znward and outward Calls to a ſolid 
Piety; he will approve of the Deadneſs and 
In- 


3 
Tnſenf bility of his own Heart, and acquieſce 
in it, as his true and juſt Security, from the Sin 
and Folly and Danger of being Righteous over- 
much. 

Again, others there are, I make no doubt, 
in all Parts of this Kingdom, both amongſt 
Clergy and Laity, Men and Women, rich and 
poor, whoſe Conſciences are greatly awaken'd, 
who ſee the general Apoſtacy from the Religion 
of the Goſpel, whoſe Souls are wanting, and 
withing nothing ſo much, as to know how, all 
that they are,all that they have, andallthat they 
do, may be one continual Sacrifice, and Service 
of Love unto God ; to know how, and in what 
Manner, and to what Extent, and by what 
Means, they may and oug ht to be perfett, even _ 
as their Father which is in Heaven is perfect. 
Now who can help looking with Love, Pity, 
and Compaſſion, upon theſe poor Souls, longing 
for that, which has been ſo long loft; aſking 
after that, which ſcarce any one Wil tell thein 

any thing of, and wanting to enter upon Paths, 
where there are fe or no F ootfteps to be ſeen, 
nor any Travellers in Motion! | 

Now had theſe awaken'd Souls liv' d! in the 
Firſt Ages of the Church, nay, I may ſay 
almoſt any till theſe very laſt Ages of it, their 
Leal had not been in vain; they could have 
been at no Loſs to know how they were to pro- 

ceed in their heavenly Purpoſe; becauſe they 
could have always been immediately directed 
to ſome living Examples of the perfect Spirit 

of the Golpel, who were publicly known and 
acknow- 


E 
acknowleged by all to be ſach, and who had 


the ſame undiſputed Right to point out every 
Degree of Chriſtian Perfection, as John the 


Baptiſt had to preach up Mortification and Self 


denial. Every Age, and every Sex, conſecrated 
Virgins, holy 72 idows, Converts, and Penitents, 


Prieſts and People of all Conditions, had their 
open, known and public Standards to reſort to, 


where every one was ſure to be guided and 


directed, aſſiſted and encouraged to live up to 
that Height of Holineſs and Perfection, which 


was proper to their State and Condition. 
But now how does the Doctor deal with this 


Sort of People? What Love, Inſtruction, Ai. 
 fiftance, and "F ncouragement, does he reach out 
to them ? Why, truly, he conſiders them as a 


_ deluded, weak, or hypocritical, or half-thinking 
People, that diſturb the Chriſtian Church with 


their Projects about Perfection, who are to be 
ſet right by returning to the Inſtruction of com- 


mon Senſe. He ridicules and expoſes every Step 


they muſt take in their intended Progreſs, by 
adding Abſurdities of his own Invention to it. 
There is nothing for ſuch People throughout 
his whole Diſcourſe, but Reproaches, Ridicule, 


and Diſcouragement. 


Are they deſirous of all that Se; If- denial, all 
: that Mortification of bodily Appetites and ſen- 


tual Paſſions, as may beſt fit them to be Tem- 
ples of the Holy Spirit, he ridicules them as 


holding the Sinfulneſs of /melling a Roſe*? 


* Page 16. 
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Do they begin to diſcover the dec Corrup- 
tion of their Nature, the Ve, cialreſs and 
1 eakneſs of their Virtues s, and to fear th 0 y have 
as yet ſcarce come up to the Pighteouinels of 
the Scribes and P jatifes = He tells them, The 
great Enemy of Souls adopt. . T emf tations to 
all Sorts of Tempers ord J. ons —Th 2 
er, are diſpos'd to be good end wirt. ous, if Jo 

ainot prevail With them to le UICIOUS, COMMON ly 
þ called, he labours to make then over-virtuous, 
that 1s vicious, tho' not commonly jo called; and 
fo involves them in Dangers and Miſchiefs*, 

Are they ſuch as are only dciirous of f reform- 

ing their own Lives, by bringing all their Ac- 
tions to the Standard of the Golpel, and wholly 
intent upon their own Adv ancement in a merely 
practical Piety! 

To theſe he ſhews, that they are in the « very 
Paths that lead, and always did lead, to Fan 
tic Madneſs. 

Thus, ſays he, To what a Height of Va- 
& Hatice Madneſs in Doclrine, as well as Prac- 
« tice, are ſome advanced, who ſet out at firſt 
with an Appearance of more than ordinary 

% Sanctity in Practice only?” And again, I 
„do ſay, that in all Ages Enthuſiaſts bave been 
& Righteous over-much ; they began with the 
„ laſt mention'd, and ended with the other, 
« And is it not ſo d 

Further, are there others, whe. begin to 
feel the My iyſiery of their Redemption diſco- 

vered in their own Souls, {o that they hunger 


2 and 
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E 13 
aud thirſt after the Mlanifeſtation of the Die ine 
Life in them, deſiringthat Chriſt may bewholly 
forma and reveald in them, that they may put 
o Chriſt, de in him new Creatures, led by his 
Sovirit, £/9WWing in him as Branches in the Vine, 
he aring the Word of God written and ſpoken 
in their Hearts, in his Light ſeeing Light, and 
toſting in the inward Man the Pow ers of the 
W 9 10 to come. N 
Tor ſuch as theſe, the Dotor has this In- 
: Rruetion : *That there is, ſays he, ſuch a 
＋ hing as the Operation and Influence of the 
Holy Spirit upon our Souls, tho' we cannot 
diſtingtſh it from the Operations of our 
own Minds, is not only granted, but infiſted 
upon, by all finceres and fober Chriſtians. But 
« what Reaſon, what Scripture, is there for this 
„„ inward Seeing, Hearing, Feeling*2” 5 
According theref ;re to the Door s Divi- 
nity, both Reaſon and Scripture require, that 
the true Chriſtlan be- inwardly vlind, inwardly 
deaf, and void of all inward Feeling, For if 
neither Scripture nor Reifon will allow of any 
inabard Senſes, then they muſt both of them 
require an 7mward 4 Inſenjit ility. But Scripture, 
from Geneſis to the Revelations, is full of Proof 
of theſe inward Senſes, I ſhall not now pro- 
duce them, I ſhall here only obſerve, that 
Hardneſs of Heart is a common and well- 
known ie aſe of Scripture, and every-where 
ſignifies ſome Degree of Blindneſi, Deafneſs, 
and Loſs of Feeling 877. 1 ſuppoſc i it will not be 


laid, 
. Page 43. + Motth, 


1 
ſaid, that it ſignifies Blindneſs, or Loſs of out- 
ward Eyes and Ears, or Feeling: Neither does 
it ſignify a Want of human Reaſon, or natural 
Sagacity ; for learned, polite, and ingenious Men 
are full as ſubject as others are, to this Hard- 
_ neſs of Heart. Therefore the Scripture is as 
open, as plain and expreſs, in declaring for in- 
ward Senſes, as it is in declaring againfi ſuch a 
Thing as Hardneſs of Heart. 
Hardneſs of Heart is that to the inward 
Senſes which a deep, or, as we call it, a dead 
Sleep, is to the outward. It keeps our inward 
Eyes and Ears clos'd and ſtopp'd, juſt as Sleep 
does our outward en and Ears, and Feel- 
ing. . 
15 broken and a contrite Heart unlocks all our 
ward Senſes, and makes us ſee, and hear, 
and feel the Things, which could no more be 
| ſeen, heard, or felt before, than a Man in a 
deep fleep can hear, and ſez, and feel the 
Things that are ſaid and done about him. 
Water violently frozen into a Rock of Ice, is 
very different from the ſame Water melted, ra- 
rify'd, warm'd, and moving under the Influ- 
ences of the Sun and the Air. 
Now if this Mater was a ſenſible Being, we 
might well ſuppoſe, that when it was a /oft, 
welding, tranſparent, flowing Subſtance, full 
of Light and Air, that it had certain Senſes in 
that e ; which Senſes were loſt, and locked 
vp, as ſoon as it became a hard, rough, thick, 
dark, immoveable Rock of Ice, made ſo by 
Colaneſi, or for the Want of the Motion of 
1 Ligli 


1 . 
Lig u and Air in it. And that the Ice muſt of 
all Nene be firſt melted, before * Senſes 


could be A. again. 

Now this Difference between Water flow- 
ng full of Light and Air, and the ſame Ma- 
ter frozen into a dark hard Rock of Ice, is but 
a ſmall Reſemblance of the Difference between 
a hardened Heart, and the ſame Heart become 
broken. 


Anda Lump of Ice would be as well quali- 


fied to deny that fwweet Senfibility of Water 


flowing full of Light and Air, as the natural 
Man is to diſpute thoſe Senſes, which ariſe in 
the Heart, that is broken and * * 
the Liglit, and Spirit of God in it. 8 
But no more of this at preſent. I now re- . 
turn to the Doctor. His further Inſtruction 
to this Sort of People ſtands thus: They are 
told by him, that 5 high Notions of Spiri- 
tual Improvements have this Effect: On the 
one Hand, they lead to Preſumption; on the 
other, to Deſperation. He has been told, he ſays, 
that ſome have been aftually thrown into Deſpair. 
They have been made ſtarłk mark, and received 
into 7 as ſuch. And then he cries out, 
Was the Religion of Jeſus Chrift intended to 
maße People mad ? Is this Jer the Honour of 


__ Chriſttanity®? 


I ſhall not here queſtion the Doctor Infor- 
mation. I ſhall only obſerve, that when our 
Saviour was upon Earth, there were Two Sorts 
of mad People about him, The one Sort ran 


about 
2 + Page o 
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about in Diſorder, tore their Cloaths, and cut 
their own Fleſh; the other Sort ved; in Ma- 
lice, threw Duſt into the Air, ſtopt their Ears, 
and cried out, Crucify him, crucify him. 

Now it may be aſk'd, which of theſe 'Two 
Sorts of People were in the moſt diorder'd 
and diſtemper'a State? Whole Madneſs was the 
moſt ſhocking, that of the Lunatics, or that of 
the High Priefts, Scribes, and Phariſees ? Thoſe 
who only mangled their own Bodies, or thoſe 
that ?hirfled after the Blood of Chriſt, and 
would have no Reſt, till they faw his Body 


nail'd to the Croſs ? To me the Lunatics ſeem 
to be in a % Degree of Diſorder ; and the Rea- 


ſon is this; becauſe I ſee that our Saviour 


could heal them, but not the Prieſts, Scribes, 
and Pbariſes. 


Now is it r on the account of the 
Madneſs of theſe Prieſts, Scribes, and DoQors 
of the Law, to ſay, Is this for the Honour of 
the Jewiſh Law ? Was the Law and the Pro- 


pliets intended to make Peo/fle mad? Now if the 


Doctor knows how to excuſe the Law and the 


Prophets, though theſe great Students of them 
were in ſuch a deſperate State of Phrenzy and 
Madneſs, then Chriſtianity may be blameleſs; 


though here and there a Chriſtian may be fit : 
for Bedlam, _ 


Again, there are n who 4 to being 


the whole Form of their Lives under Rules 
Religion, to let the Spirit of the Goſpel give 
Laws to the moſt ordinary, indifferent, inno- 


cent and awful 8 and Enjoyments, ſa. 3 
that 


1 


that as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, whether they eat or 


drink, or whatever they do, they may do ail to 

WAY ANT Oo en oye 
Thele People are told by the Doctor, That 

wholly abſtaining from Things indifferent and in- 


nocent in themſelves, as forbidden and unlawful, 


is a ſignal Inſtance of being Righteous over-much; 


and ſo, on the other hand, is making Things indif- 


ferent to be neceſſary, and Matters of Duty*, 


What is here ſaid has ſome Truth in it, and 
might be uſeful in its proper Place, and under 
right Limitations. But as it here ſtands in the 


Diſcourſe, it is a grievous Hare and Deceit to 


the Reader. For it is to ſignify to him, that 
wholly abſtaining from Things in themſelves in- 
different and innocent cannot be made a Matter 

of true religious Advancement; but is a blame- 


able Inſtance of a Piety in Exceſs. If the Doctor 


had meant only to teach, that we fhould not _ 


wholly abſtain from Things indifferent and in- 


nocent, as if they were in themſebves unlawful, 


he ſhould have told his Readers that he meant 


no more; he ſhould have told them, that ſuch 


Things might be abſtain'd from 7u/tly, and pi- 


ouſly upon a better Principle, and ſo become 


very expedient and edifying ; and that he did 


not condemn the abſtaining wholly from ſuch 
Things, when it was done upon a Motive of 
Piety, for the better fulfilling any Duty, but 


only when it was done from a ſuperſtitious 
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foful. 


Notion, of the Things being in themſelves 


op Toe Had 
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1 16 ] 
Had he done this, he had prevented the 


Snare and Deceit that is now in his Aſſertion; 
but then he would, at the ſame time, have 


made it uſcleſs and infignificant to the Deſign 
of his Diſcourſe, and would have left a Door 
open for ſuch Advances of Piety as he is here 
oppoling. FVV 
It might eaſily be ſhewn, if this was the 
Place for it, that no one can truly fulfil, or live 


up to the Two Firſt and greateſt of all Laws, 


that of loving God with all our Heart, all our 


= Strength, and all our Mind; and that of loving 


our Neighbour as ourſelves ; unleſs he be wil- 
ling and glad, in many Inſtances, wholly to ab- 


fltain from Things in themſelves indifferent and 
innocent; and alſo to make Things that in 


themſelves are indifferent, to be Matters of 
St. Paul's Doctrine is this: Al Things are 


lawful for me,” but all Things are not me | 


This ſets the Matter right on both Sides. It 
leaves Things in their own State of Indiffer- 


ence and Lawfulneſs, and yet carries us to a 


higher Rule of acting. It direQs us wholly to 


abſtain from ſome Things innocent in them- 


ſelves, and to do ſome Things to which the 


Law calls us not, becauſe they are expedient 3 
| becauſe by ſo doing, we ſhew a higher Love of 


God, and a greater Defire of doing every thing 


to his Honour and Glory; becauſe we thereby 


attain a greater Purity and Perfection of Heart, 


a greater Conqueſt over all our inward and 


outward 


1 

outward Enemies, and in a greater Degree 
help forward the Edification of our Neigh- 
bour. 

Let us look at St, Paul's Dodrine and Ex- 
ample in the Two following remarkable In- 
ſtances. Firſt, where he declares it to be lawful 
for thoſe that preach the Goſpel to live by the 
Goſpel, and yet makes it Matter of the greateſt 
Com * and Joy to himſelf, that he had wholly 


abſtain'd from this lawful Thing. r 


clares, it were better for him to die, than that 
this Rejoicing ſhould be taken from him. He 
appeals to his daily and nightly labouring with 
his own Hands, that ſo he might preach the 
| Goſpel freely, and not be chargeable to thoſe | 


That heard him. And this he ſaid he did, not _ 
for want of "Authority to do otherwiſe, but 


that he might make himſelf an Enſample unto 

them to follow him. 
What fine and awakening Inſtructions are 
here given to us of the Clergy, in a practical 
Matter of the greateſt Moment! How ought 
every one to be frighted at the Thought of de- 
firing or ſeeking a Second Living, or of re- 
joicing at great Pay where there is but little 
Duty, when the Apoſtle's Rejoicing conſiſted 


1 in this, that he had paſſss thro' all the Fatigues 


and Perils of preaching the Goſpel without 
any Pay at all! How cautious, nay, how fear- 
. bs ought we to be, of going ſo far as the ſe- 
cular Laws permit us, when theApoſtle thought 
it more defirable to loſe his Lite, than to go 5 | 

c | Bop ar 
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far as the very Laws of the Goſpel would 


have ſuffer'd him! 


It is lawful to receive more for doing the 


Work of the Miniſtry in any Pariſh, and to 


ſpend more upon ourſelves than our bare Sub- . 
It is look” upon as lawful _ 


Aiſtance requires, 
to get ſeveral Preferments, and to make a Gain 


of the Goſpel, by hiring others to do Duty for 


us at a lower Rate. Alt is looked upon as law- 
Jul to quit a Cure of Souls of a ſmall Income, 
for no other Reaſon but becauſe we can get an- 
other of a greater. It is looked upon as 
lawful for a Clergyman to take the Revenue 
of the Church, which he ſerves, to his own 
Uſe, tho” he has more than a ſufficient Com- 
petency of his own, and much more than the 


105 Apoſtle could get by his Labour. It is looked 


upon as lawful for the Clergy to live in State 
and N to buy Purple and fine Linen, 


Out O 


their Families and bring up their Children in 


the faſhionable Vanities, and currupting Me- 
thods of a wordly and expenſive Life, by 
Money got by preaching the Goſpel of Jeſus | 


Chriſt. 


But now ſuppof ng all this to be lawful, what 


E © omfort and Foy might we treaſure up for our- 


ſelves, what Glory and Honour might we bring 


to Religion, what Force and Power might we 
give to the Goſpel, what Benefit and Edifica- 
tion ſhould we do to our Neighbour, if we 


the Revenues of the Church.—lt is 
looked upon as lawful for Clergymen to enrich 


Who wy 


TT. 
wholly ab/lained from all theſe Things, not by 
working Day and Night with our own Hands, 
as the great Apoſtle did, but by limiting our 
Wants and Deſires according to the plain De- 
mands of Nature, and a religious Self-denial ? 
Tue other Inſtance of the Apottle's, I ap- 
peal to, is that, where he ſays, it is good nei- 
ther to cat feſh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing 
whereby thy Brother flumbleth and is offended“. 
And again, meat make my Brother to offend, 
Iwill eat no fleſh while the world ftandeth, that 
[ may not offend my Brother. Hence it ap- 
pears, that to abſtain from Things indifferent, 
as if they were in themſelves ſinful, is wrong; 
but wholly to abſtain from them upon other 
| Motives, may be the higheſt Piety, and often- 
times Matter of neceſſary Duty and Edifica- 
tion. But ſince the Doctor has not looked at 
this Matter in this twofold View, in which it 
can only be juſtly apprehended, he can't well 
be excuſed from that Half-T, linking. W hien he 
ſo much reproaches in others. 
But I muſt farther obſer ve, that RT 18 yet 
more of Snare and Deception, 1 in what the Doc- 
tor has here ſaid of this Matter. For the 
| Reader may thereby be eaſily brought into a 
Belief, that Things in themſelves indifferent 
and Innocent, &c. are not the proper Subjefts 
of Religion, or Means of advancing in Piety, 


and that he need not bring himſelf under any 


Laws of Religion concerning ſuch Things. 
B 3 Whereas 


* Rom. xiv. 23. 1 Car, viii. 13. 
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| Whereas nothing can be more contrary to 


Truth, or more hurtful to his Piety, than 


ſuch a Belief. 


Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, Dreſſing, Refl- 


ing, Labour, Converſation, Trade, Diverfion, 
and Money, are in themſelves indifferent, inno- 
cent, and uſeful. But it is in the religious, or 
irreligious Uſe of theſe Things, that ſome 
People live up to the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 


other wholly die to it. And it is from ffrict 
Laws of Religion made concerning theſe in- 
different and innocent Things, that the ſpiritual | 


Life of every one is to be built up. 


And it is for want of religious Laws in the 


Uſe of i innocent and lawful Things that the 
Spirit of the Goſpel cannot get Poſſeſſion of 


our Hearts. For our Souls may receive an in- 


finite Hurt, and be render'd incapable ob all - 


true Virtoe, merely by the Uſe of innocent 


and lawful Things. 


What is more innocent than Reſt and Retire- 
ment? And yet what more dangerous than 


Sloth and Idleneſs? How lawful and praiſe- 


worthy is the Care of a Family? And yet how | 
certainly are many people render'd incapable 
of all Virtue, and dead to all the Calls of God, 
by a werldly folicitous Temper ? How lawful 
and beneficial is it to us, to eat and drink in 
ſuch Quantity and Quality, as may render the 
Body healthful, ſubſervient and uſcful to the 
Soul D And yet, what Danger is there in eat- 
ing and drinking, if we are not under this 


* . 
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eric Law of Religion, to ſeek only Health, 
and not the Pleaſure of various Taſtes in our 
Food. Whit Senſaality of Diſcourſe ſhall we 
not every Day fall into, unleſs it be a fix d 
Law to us, to ſpeak of no other Joy in our 
Food, but that which is expreſſed by our Grace 
before and after our Meals. 

How indifferent a Thing, and innocent in 
itſelf, is Dreſs. And yet what more hurtful 
and abounding with sin! It reaches and In- 
fects the Heart and Soul, both of the Wearer 
and Beholder. Its Evils are innumerable. It 
bas deſtroyed, and does deſtroy, like a Peſti- 
lence. 
Ik the luſtful Lye is in the Scripture deem'd 
to be an Adultery, we may ſee plainly the Rea- 
ſon why the Apoſtle requires Women to be 
cover'd, not to beautify their outward Perſon 
with coftly Ornaments of Dreſs, or curled 
Hair, but to be adorn'd with Shamefacedneſs 
and Modeſty. For it is only ſaying, in other 
Words, that it becomes not the Piety of Chri- 
ſtian Women, to carry and hold out Snares 
and Temptations to the unwary Eye, that can ſo 


 eafily be betray'd into ſo great a Sin. 


Now how can all theſe Evils, which ariſe 


from the Uſe of theſe Things indifferent and 


lawful in themſelves, be avoided, but by making 
every Thing in our common And ordinary Lite 
to be Matter of Conſcience ; which is, to have 

its Rule, and Meaſure, and End, from the 
: i of Religion. And indeed What other 85 


. 
* 
** 
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End or Intent is there in Religion, but to go- 
vern every Motion and Deſire of our Hearts, 


to make all the Actions of our common Life, 


pure and holy, by being done in ſtrict Con- 


formity to the Will of God, and under the 


Light and Guidance of his Holy Spirit? So 


that every outward Form of our Lives, and 


the whole Manner of our living in the World, 
whether in Eſtates, Titles, Shops, or Farms, 


whether in Eating, Drinking, Dreſſing, &c. 
may make it known to all the World, that we 


do every Thing in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſuitably to that high Vocation wherewith we 


are called. 


Ihe Apoſtle direas Servants to this Degree 


of Picty ; that is, to be obedient to their maſters, 


in ſingleneſs of heart, as unto Chriſt. Not with 


eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but as the ſervants 


of Chrift, doing the will of God from the heart. 


With good-will doing ſervice, as unto the Lord, 
and not to men*, Surely, if poor Slaves, by 


reaton of their Chriſtian Profeſſion, are not to 
comply with their Buſineſs, as Men-pleaſers, if 
they are to look wholly unto God in all their 
Actions, und ſerve in Singleoneſ of Heart, as unto 
the Lord, ſurely all Chriſtians of other Em- 
plo yments and Conditions, muſt be as much 
obliged to go through their Buſineſs with the 
ſame Singleneſs of Heart, not as pleaſing the 
Vanity of their own Minds, not as gratifying 
their oa {elfiſh, worldly Paſſions, but as the 
85 e e 
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Servants of God, that are to live wholly unto 
him 1n every thing that they do. It is there» 
fore abſolutely certain, that no Chriſtian is to 


enter any further into Buſineſs, nor ſeek any 
worldly Profit, nor do any thing in any other 
| Meaſure, nor for any other End, than ſuch as 


he can in Singleneſ of Heart do unto God, as 
a reaſonable Service. 


No Polly of Life whatever can be aki 


removed, bat by being thus wholly cut up by 


the Roots, by making every thing * to the 1 


Spirit of Religion. 


That which is to direct our Prayers, and 
govern us at Church, muſt, with the ſame Strift- 


neſs, direct our Converſation, and govern our 
Dealings in common Life. We muſt Drefs 
with the ſame Spirit that we give Alms, or go 


to Prayers; that is, we muſt no more Dreſs to 


be een and admired by others, than we muſt 


give Almgs, or make Prayers for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, 


And when Religion has 1ts Seat in our 


Hearts, and is tbe Work of God's Spirit in us, 
this acting according to its Direction in all. 
| Things, will be fo far from ſeeming to be a 


hard Leſſon, that it would be a Pain to act 
otherwiſe, It is no Hardſhip to a Miſer, to do 


every thing ſuitable to the greedy Deſires of 
„ Heart. The ambitious Man 1s not trou- 
bled with acting always agreeably to his Am- 
bition. If theſe Perſons are in Trouble or Di- 
ſtreſs, or under any Dejection, you can only 
comfort 


uy” 
comfort the one with Honour and Power, and 
the other with filthy Lucre and Gain. 
Yet the Doctor complains of the Treatiſe 
upon Chriſtian Perfection, becauſe Chriſtians in 
ickneſs, Diſtreſs, and Dejection of Spirit, are 
there ſolely direed to ſeek for Comfort and 
Refreſhment in God alone. Our Bleſſed Lord 
is very ſhort, and yet very full, upon this Ar- 
ticle; he only ſays, Be of good Comfort, I have 
overcome the World. And the Doctor might as 
well be angry at the Goſpel for having made 
no mention of worldly Amuſements proper for 
Ack and diſtreſſed Chriſtians, as at the Treatiſe 
of Chriſtian Perfection, for not having done 
the ſame. 3 - 58 
If I ſhould ſce a , Man ſmelling a Roſe, 
eating an agreeable Fruit, or diverting himſelf 
with a Child, I ſhould not call him from ſuch 


 finful Indulgences. But if he wanted Com- 


fort in his State, I would no more direct him 


to any thing, but the great and ſolid Comforts, 


that are to be found in the Love and Good= 


neſs of God, than I would direct him to an- 350 


other Saviour than Jeſus Chriſt 
Poor to tell Chriſtians, that in /ome kinds of 
Trouble, they might juſtly ſeek for Relief, by 


reading a Play, or wanton Bucolic, inſtead of 


the Goſpel, would be the ſame Abſurdity, as 
to have told People in our Saviour's Time, 
that, in ſome Sorts of Diſtreſs, they might | 
juftly have Recourfe to Simon Magus, inftead 
of Jeſus Chriſt, . 5 - 
mw | - But. 


„ 
But nov to look back a little. I have con- 
ſider'd the Bulk of thoſe Chriſtians that are 
the moſt likely to be the Doctor's Readers, un- 
der Two Characters. The one, as living ſome 


Way or other in a partial, falſe, ſuperficial, or 


half State of Piety; the other as an awaken'd 
Peqople, called by the Spirit of God to come 
out of the common Corruptions of the Times. 
I have ſhewn, that the Doctor's Diſcourſe 
(where it is not diſliked) muft do great Hurt, 
and have dreadful Effects upon theſe Two Sorts 
of People; the one Sort it ſeals up in a falſe 
Security, ſleeping in the Chambers of Death, 
without any Oil in their Veſſels; the other it 

frightens, and diſcourages from their pious In- 

tentions of trimming their Lamps with all Di- 
ligence, and living upon the Watch for the 
midnight Call of the Bridegroom's Voice. 


That I may therefore do all the Good that I + 


can to both theſe Sorts of People, that I may 
_ awaken the one from their falſe Security in 
their half Form of Godlineſs, and aſſiſt and 
encourage the other to proceed with all Ear- 

neſtneſs, after every Degree of Chriſtian Ho- 
Tineſs ; I ſhall, before I proceed any further, 


lay down a ſhort, but plain Account of the 


whole Nature and Ground of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that every one may clearly fee, why we 


want the Chriſtian Religion to fave us: What 


it is to do for us; and how it is done. By this 
Means every one will beſt judge of the Im- 
portance of this Enquiry, and how he ought 


1 28 J 
to be affected with what is ſaid on either Side 
of the Matter. 


(1 Man was created a livi ing, real, perfeck 
Image of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. This I have largely explained, 
and proved elſewhere*. 

(2.) This whole viſible World, as fie 0 the 
Stars and Elements, or any corporeal Being 
reaches, ſtands in the Place, or takes up that 
Extent of Space, where Lucifer and his An- 
gels, before their Fall, had their glorious King- 
dom. So far as this viſible Frame of Nature 
extends itſelf, fo far was the Extent of their 
Kingdom. 

(3.) That the Place 3 of this World, 
was the Place or Extent of their Kingdom, is 
plain, from the Two following Reaſons : Firſt, 
Becauſe the Place of this World is now their 
Habitation. For we muſt by no Means ſup- 
pole, that God brought them from ſome other 
Region into this World only to tempt Man, 
and make his Lite dangerous ; ; but they are 
here 70w, becauſe they were created to dwell 

here. For fallen Angels cannot poſſibly leave the 

Place of their Sin and Fall, they muſt live in 
the Defilements and Diſorders of their ſpoiled 

Kingdom; and in that Place they muſt find 

their Hell and Torment, where they extin- 
guiſh'd their Light and Joy. Secondly, Becauſe 
the whole Extent of this World, every thing 


in 
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in it, Sun, Moon, Stars, Fire, Air, Water, and 
Earth, Stones, Minerals, muft all be diſſolved, 
and paſs thro” a purifying Fire. Therefore all 
' theſe Things are polluted, and have in them 
ſome Groſſneſs and Diſorder from the Fall of 
the Angels. Therefore we may ſee where they 
have lived, and how far the Place of their 
Kingdom extended, by the Extent of thoſe 
Things that are to be diſſolved and purified. 
(..) When the Angels had, by their Rebel- 
lion againſt God, loſt the Divine Life within 
themſelves, and brought their whole outward 
Kingdom into Darkneſs, Groſſneſs, Wrath, 
and Diſorder, ſo that, as Moſes ſpeaketh, Dark- _ 
neſs was upon the Face of the Deep, that 1s, the 
whole Deep, or Extent of the Place of this 
World; then, at the Fall of the Angels, and 
in the Place where they were fallen, and out 
of the Materials of their ruin'd - angelical 
EKingdom, did God begin the Creation of this 
_ preſent, material, temporary, viſible World. 
(,.) In the beginning, faith Moſes, God created 
the Heaven and the Earth; here, at this In- 
| flant, ended the Devil's Power over the Place 
or Kingdom in which he was created: As ſoon 
as the whole of his outward, diſorder'd King= 
dom was thus divided into a created Heaven 
and Zarin, all was taken out of his Hands, he 
was /hut out of every thing, and he and all his 
Hoſts became only poor Priſoners in their loſt 
Kingdom, that could only wander about in 
Chains of Darkneſs, looking with, impotent 
Rage and Anger at the created Heaven and 
„%%% hd Earth, 


Earth. 
( 6.) Thus was this outzward Kingdom, of the 
whole Extent of this World, taken out of the 
Hands of Lucifer and his Angels; all its 
Wrath, Darkneſs, Groſſneſs, Diſharmony, Fire, 
and Diſorder, was, by the Six Days Creation, 
changed into a temporary State, reftored to a 
certain, but low Reſemblance of its firſt State, 


5 ] 
Earth, which was ſprung up in their own 
Place of Habitation, and which they could 
not rule over, becauſe their Nature had 20 
Communion with this new created Heaven and 


and put into that Form and Order of Sun, 


Stars, Fire, Air, Light, Water, and Earth, i in 

which we now ſee it. 
(..) Into this World, thus created out of 
the Ruins of the Kingdom of the fallen An- 
gels, and made paradifical, by the Goodneſs of 


God, was Man introduced on the Sixth Day of 


the Creation, to take his Place, as Lord and 
Prince of it, to have Power over all outward 
Things, to diſcover and manifeſt the Wonders 
of this new created World, and to bring forth 
ſuch an holy Offipring, as might fill up the 
Places of the fallen Angcls. And when that 
was done, and certain Periods of Time had 
produced theſe great Effects, then this whole 
Frame of Things was, by the laſt purifying Fire, 
to have been raiſed from its paradiſical State, 

into which it was put at the Creation, into 

that fi-/ heavenly Brightneſs, and high Degree 
of Glory, in which! it ſtood before the F all of 
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(8.) But the firſt Man, thus created to be a 
Prince and Father of a new angelical King- 
dom, ſtood not out his Trial for this glorious 
State. „ 
(.) He came into this World in that ſame 
_ glorious Body, in which, after the Reſurrec- 
tion, he ſhall be ike the Angels in Heaven. For 
no other Body, but that which was at firſt 
created, and died in Adam's Sin, ſhall riſe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, He only faves and reſtores that 
which was loſt, The Reſurrection will only 
take away what Sin, and Death, and Earth, 
had added to the firſt created Bode. 


(0. ) In this Body, which ſhall riſe trium- 
phant over Death and Hell, did the firſt created 
Man ftand in this World, incapable of re- 
ceiving any Hurt, or knowing Evil from out- 
ward Nature. The Holy Ghoſt was the Breath 
of his Life, and the Son of God was the Light, 
7 _ illuminated all both within and without 
(II.) Had he fix'd his Will to be abſolutely 
and eternally what he was, had he defired only 
to eat of the Tree of Life, to live by the Word 


of God, he had been eſtabliſh'd, and confirm'd 


to be an eternal Angel, or divine aan. 
( 2.) But his Imagination wander'd after the 
Secrets of this outward World, after the Fruit 
and Knowledge of ſuch good and Evil, as 
wrought an intire Change in his Nature. For 
every thing muſt have the Nature of that 
which it chuſes for its Fo. 1 
His 
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His own frong Will (a Spark of the Divine 


Omnipotence) was to be bis Maker ; for he 


could not be an Angel of Light with leſs Free- 
dom. What he deſired, that he had: as his 


Imagination work' d, ſo he became to be. He 
turn'd from the Tree and Light of Life, and 
took in the Fruit and Darkneſs of the earthly 
Nature. And fo he fell from his Height of 
Glory as deep into an earthly Life, and the 
Miſeries of the Earth, as the Devil fell into a 
 helliſh Life, and the Miſeries of Hell. 


(13.) Imagine a moſt precious Pearl, infi- 


nitely more bright, infinitely more tranſparent, 
infinitely more illuminated, than any that 
mortal Eyes ever ſaw. Imagine this Pearl to 
be in a Moment penetrated, thickened, dark- 
ened, deformed in every Part, and thro' every 
Pore, with ſomething as hard as Iron, as heavy 
as Lead, and rough as Earth, as dark as Soot, 
and then you have but a Shadow of that which 


happen'd only to the Body of Adam, when, by 


deſiring and eating the N Fruit, he drew 
in the earthly Nature of this World into his 
pearly, paradifical Body. And here, by the 

by, we may fee as in a Glafs, what it is that 

_ earthly Deſires now do to every Son of Adam; 
they do all that which they did to the firſt Man, 
they carry on, keep u , and continue, that 
as / Death in Us, which "he died in Paradiſe. 
 (14.) Here it was that his eternal Soul, the 
3 Fire of Life in him, being ſwallowed : 


and ſmother'd by an earthly dark Body 


up, 1 
loſt the E of the Sun of God, and the | 
Breath 
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Breath of the Holy Spirit. And this was the 


great and ne at, Death that he died in Pa- 
radiſe, before he beceme the F ather of Man- 
kind, a Death much more grievous than that 
which is to bring us all to our Graves. It was 


a Death that extinguiſh'd all that was Divine 


and Holy in the Human Nature, juft as the 


Sin of Angels had turn'd them into Devils. 
Now in looking at this Neath, or the Extinc- 
tion of this fir? divine Life, we have the elear- 
eſt, fulleſt View, of what we are to under. 


ſtand by our Regeneration by the Second Adam. 


For what can it "poſhb! y be, but the Reſtora- 
tion of that /ame divine Life which was loft in 


Adam the Firſt, and to which he abſolutely died 
in Paradiſe ? Muft not that which is re-gene- 


rated in the Human Nature, be ſomething that 

had been generated in it before? If we want to 
| beredeem'd, or rege nerated only, becauſe Alam 
died in Paradiſe, and loſt the Fiyſt Birth of Hu- 


man Nature, muſt not Regeneration be only 
and ſolely the bringing forth again that Firſt 


Birth in the Human Niture? Or will any one 


ſay, that Chriſt is not in as high a D-gree the 
Reftorer of our Firſt Birth, as Adam was the 


Deſtroyer of it? Now, tho“ this great Truth, | 
ſeated in the very Heart of the Chriſtian Reli- 
_ glon, ſpeaks at once the whole Nature of Rege- 


neration, and leaves no room to miſtake about 


it; yet many learned Men, either not ſeeing, or 


not loving, or being afraid to own it, have been 
forced, not only to miſtake, but wholly to fink 
11 moſt ſolid, ſubſtantial, edify ing, . glo- 


rious 
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rious Article of the Chriſtian Faith; 444 in- 
ſtead of telling us the Height and Depth of tbe 
Benefit and Bleſſing of having the Nature and 
Lie of Chriſt derived into, or regenerated in 
us, they can only teach us, what Kind of Word 
Regeneration is 
preſſor —And that our Saviour may be juſti- 
Hed for having made uſe of it. What learned 
Pains do ſome People take to root up the Be- 
lief of our having a Liſe and Birthi from Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the ſame Truth and Reality, that we 
had loſt a Liſe and Birth in Adam? They run 
from Book to Book, from Language toLanguage, | 
they call upon every Diſputant, conſult all Cri- 
tics, ſearch all Lexicons, to ſhew us, that ace- 
cording to Scripture, and Antiquity, and the 
Rules of true Criticiſm, Regeneration need fig 
niſy no more, than what is meant by the ſede- 
ral Right of Baptiſm. Nay, what is ſtill worſe, 
they appeal to the poor Notions of the blind, in- 
fatuated Jexws ; they produce theOpinons which 
they had of a Regeneration talked of, and a 
Baptiſm uſed amongſt them, when they re- 
jected and crucified our Saviour, to teach us, 
what we are to underſtand by our divine Birth 
in Chriſt Jeſus, But if this be the Uſe of Learn- 
ing amongſt ourſelves, we need not look at 
Rome or Geneva, or the ancient Rabbi's of the 
FJerwiſb Sanhedrim, to ſee what miſerable Work 
Learning can make with the Holy Scriptures. 
For it muſt be ſaid, that the true Mefliah is not 
rightly owned, the Chriſtian Religion is not 
1 known, nor its Benefits rightly ſought, * _ 
"2th - 
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the Soul is all Love, and Faith, and Hunger, 
and Thirſt, after this new Life, Birth, and 


real Formation of Jeſus Chriſt in it, till with- 


out Fear of Enthufiaſm it ſeeks and expects all 


its Redemption from it. But to return. 
( 5.) Man, thus dead to the divine Life, 
thus Aae of the Son, and Holy Spirit of 


God, thus fallen into an earthly Nature, under 


the Dominion of an earthly World, which 
would afford him for a while a miſerable Life, 
and then leave him to a more miſerable Death, 


thus fallen, he could do no more to re- place 
himſelf in Paradiſe, or to regain his firſt Na- 
ture, than the Devil could do, to reſtore 3 


himſelf his loſt Glory. Ps 


(16.) But in this State the r Mercy of 


God met him. That Love which at the firſt 


breathed, or ſpoke out of the Mouth of God, a 


living, holy and divine Soul and Spirit into 


him, now again breathed, or inſþoke a Spark, or | 


Seed, or Ray of Divine Light into him, in the 


Declaration of a Serfent-Treader ; which Seed 
or Spark of Life would in Time do all that, 
which Adam ſhould have done; that is, ſhould 


raiſe up and bring forth a Generation of Men, 


that ſhould become Sons of God, and take Poſ- 


ſeſſion of that Kingdom from which the An- 
gels had fallen, 


(17.) Here now began the merciful Myſtery 


2 of Man's Redemption ; for this Seed of a Di- 
vine Life, or inſpogen Word of Grace, or Treader 
of the Serpents was the Holy Jeſus, the Second 
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Adam, who from that Time, ſtood in the Place 
of the firſt Man, and became the Father and 
Regenerator of Adam bimſclf, and all his Po- 


ſterity. And from that Time it may be ſaid in 


a certain and true Senſe, thut the Incarnation 


of the Son of God began; becauſe he was from 


that Time enter'd again into the human Nature, 
as a Seed, or Beginning of its Salvation, hid- 
den under the Veil of the Law, and not made 
manifeſt, till he was born in the Holy, and 
highly Blefled Virgin Mary. And in this Senſe 
it is, that our Blefled Lord ſaid of himſelf, 
"that he was the Light of the Word, as Adam 
might have ſaid of himſelf, that he was the 
Sin and Death of the World; becauſe, as Sin 
and Death came wholly from him upon all 
Men, ſo the Light.of Life came as wholly and 
univerſally from Jeſus Chriſt. And in this 
Senſe alſo St. fohn ſys of him, that he was the 
true Light which lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World, Becauſe every Man, where. 
ever born, has from him this Light of Life, 
this inward Saviour, or Sced of his Salvation, 
in the Birth of his own Life, which is to over- 
come the Darkneſs, reſiſt the Evil, and bruiſe | 
the Serpent that is in his fallen Nature. This 
g Beginning of the Divine Birth in our Souls, if 
it is not ſtifled and ſuppreſſed by us, but in- 
wardly reverenced, and attended to, as the 
Voice and Call of God within us, is our cer- 


tain Guide and Leader to Chriſt, born in the 


F ulneſs 
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4 
Fulneſs of Time, and ſacriſiced for us upon 
the Croſs. : 

(18.) What we want from Jeſus Chriſt, as 
our Redeemer, is manifeſt by that which he 
offers and gives to us, namcly, a Birth from 
Himfeif, a Birth from the Holy Spirit, a Re- 
demption from the Hell that is in our Souls, 
and from the Death $0 e e that is in 
our Bodies. 

( 19.) We were no more created to be in the 
Sorrows, Burdens, and Anguiſh, of an earthly 
Life, than the Angels were created to be in the 
I/rathand Darkneſs of Hell. It is as contrary 
to the Will and Goodneſs of God towards us, 
that we are out of Paradiſe, as 16s contrary to 
the Deſigns and Goodneſs of God towards the 
Angels, that ſome of them are out of Heaven, 
Priſoners of Darkneſs. 

The Groſſneſs, Impurity, Sickneſs, Pain and : 
Corruption of our Bodies, is brought upon us 
by ourſelves in the ſame Manner as the dark, 
hideous ſerpentine Forms of the Devils are 
brought upon them. How abſurd, and even 
blaſphemous, would it be, to ſay with the Scrip- 

ture and the Church, that we are by Nature 

_ Children of Wrath, and born in Sin, if we had 
that Nature which God at firſt gave us? What 
a Reproach upon God to ſay, that this World 

1s a Valley of Miſery, a Shadow of Death, an 
Habitation of Diſorders, Snares, Evils, and 

Temptations, if this was an original Creation, 

or that State of Things for which God created 
us? Is it not as conſiſtent with the Goodneſs 
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and Perfections of God, to ſpeak of the Mi- 


ſery and Diſorder that holy Angels find above, 


and of the Vanity, Emptineſs and Sorrow of 
the heavenly State, as to ſpeak of the Miſery 
of Men, and the Sorrows of this World, if Men 


and the World were in that Order in which 
God at firſt had placed them? If God could 
make any Place poor, and vain, and miſerable, 
or create any Peings into a State of Vanity and 
VDeration of Spirit, he might do ſo in all Places, 


and Nag all Beings. 


o.) But by the Mercy of God! in Chriſt 


Jedes, this Priſon of an earthly Life is turned 


into a State of Purification, it is made a Time 
and Place of putting off our filthy and Defiled 


Garments, and of ſlaying and ſacrificing that 
corrupt old Man of Sin that is hid under them. 


And God ſuffers the Sun to ſhine upon us, and 
the Elements to afford us Nouriſhment, 107 no 


_ other End, but that we may all have Time and 
Opportunity to hear the Call of the Son of God, 


to embrace a ſecond Adam, to be born again of 
him, to be renewed by the Holy Spirit, and be 


made capable of that Kingdom from which 


e and his Angels fell. 


1.) Look at our Saviour's Sermon on the 


Min and indeed at all his Inſtructions, and 
you will find them pointing at nothing elſe on 
_ our Side, but a Denial of ourſelves, and a Re- 


nunciation of the World. And indeed how 
could it be otherwiſe ? For if we are ourſelves 
fuel g which we were not created to be, and 
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if this is our Miſery, that we have raiſed and 

awakened a Nature and Life in us, Which is 

not our firff, that we had from God; muſt 
not the Firſt Step towards our Salvation be, a 
denying and departing with our whole Will 
and Inclination from that which we have made 

ourſelves to be, from that Life which we have 

awakened in us? If S is our Miſery and 

Captivity, muſt not our Deliverance require a 

total, continual Self-denial ? If we want a Re- 

Kemer only becauſe we have wander'd out of 

Paradiſe, and could not get back to it ourſelves; 

if we are overcome by this World, only becauſe 

the Will and Defire of our firſt Father fought 
after it, what Wonder is it that he who is to 
replace us in Paradife ſhould call us to a Re- 
nunciation of the World? If this World has 
got its Dominion over us, merely becauſe the 

IV ill and Defire of Man turned itſelf towards 
the Earth ; how can its Dominion over us be 
deſtroy'd, but by our furning our whole Wi ul 

and Tye towards Heaven? 

. 2.) Vain Man, taken with the Sound of 
hea 0 Things, and Proſpecis of future Glory, 
yet at the ſame Time a at Friend to all the 
Intereſts and Paſſions of Fleſh and Blood, 

would fain compound Matters between Gd 

and Mammon. He is very willing to acknow- 
ledge a Saviour, that died on the Croſs to ſave 
bim; he is ready to receive outwardOrdinances, 


and Forms of Divine Worſhip, and to con- 5 
tend with Zea] for the Obſervance of ene f 
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He likes Heaven, and future Glory, on theſe 
Conditions. He is allo ready to put on an o. 
ward Morality of Behaviour, to let Religion 
poliſh his Manners, that he may have the Cre- 
dit and Ornament of a prudential Piety, well- 
order'd Paſſions, and a Decency of outward 
Life; this gives no Hurt, or at leaſt no Death's- 
Blow to the old Man. But to lay the Ax to 
the ie Root of our Niſcaſe, to cut all thoſe 
ſilken Cords afunder, which tie us to the World, 
and the World to us, to deny every Temper 
and Paſſion that cannot be made Holy, Wiſe, 


ani Heavenly ; to die to every Gratification 
which keeps up, and ſtrengthens the Folly, 


Vanity, Pride and Blindnefs of our fallen Na- 
ture; to leave no little Morſels of Senſuality, 
Avirice and Ambition, for the old Man to feed 


upon, however well covered under his Mantle; 


this, tho? it be the very Eflence of Religion on 
our Part, is what he flies from with as much 


Averſion as from Hereſy and Schiſm. Here he 


makes learned Appeals to Reaſon and Common 


Senſe to judge betwixt him and the Goſpel ; 

which is juſt as wiſe, as to aſk the learned 
Greek, and the worldly Jew, whether the C 
of Chrift be not Fooliſineſs, and a juſt Rock of 
Offence; or to appeal to Fleſh and Blood about 


the narrow Way to that Kingdom of Heaven, 
into which itſelf cannot poſſibly wavy” any 


Entrance. 


(23.) To ſeek Pare any thing ! in Religion, 
but a new Nature fitted for a new World, is 


knowing 
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E 
knowing neither it, nor ourſelves. To be born 
again, 1s to be fit for Paradiſe, in whatever 
Part of the Univerſe we live. Not to be born 
again, is continuing where the Sin and Death 
of Adam left us, whatever Church, or Se& of 
Religion we have Fellowſhip with. All Ways 
and Opinions, all Forms and Modes of Divine 0 
Worſhip, ſtand on the Outfide of Religion. 


They may be, and certainly are, great and de- 
firable Helps to the Kingdom of God, when we 


conſider them only as the Gate, or Guide to 


that inward Life, which wants to be raiſed. and 
brought forth in us. But this is unqueſtion- 


ably true, that our Salvation conſiſts wholly 


and /olely in the Birth of the Son of God, and 


the we, of the Holy Ghoſt, in our Souls. 
When tliis begins, our x ha begins; as this 


goes on, our Salvation goes on; when this is fi- 
niſh'd, our Salvation 1s finiſb d. This alone 


ſaves the Soul ; becauſe this alone reſtores the | 
Firft Paradifical, Divine Nature, which is the 


true Image of God, and which alone can bens 


ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
(24.) If we had only a notional Knowledge 


” - i our Firſt Father had finned, and knew no 
more of his finful Condition than Hiſtory tells _ 
us of it; if we had only certain inſtituted 


Types and Figures to keep up the Remembrance 
of it in our Minds, we ſhould never be the 


worſe for his Sins; we ſhould have no Hurt 
by owning ourſelves to be Children of a ſinfuł 
Father, if his Nature, Life and Spirit was not 


. 


1 


propagated in us: So, if we have only a no- 


1 Adam, to redeem or regenerate the fallen Na- 
1 ture; if we know. this only in the Notion and 


. gures and Ordinances, tho' we contend ever ſo 


* much for this Belief of a Saviour, and write 
9 Volumes in Defence of it; yet he is not our Sa- 


„ vViour, till bis Nature, Life, and Shirit, be born 


us from the Firſt. 


God; by the Myſtery of our Redemptionit is 


it, as Adam by his Will and Deſire ſought after, 


Paſſions are the Nails which muſt faſten our 
Hands and Feet to the Croſs on which we are 


of God, as our Lord did, But yet, all this 
Bs r 


tional Belief that Jeſus is become the Second 


5 Hiflory kept up in our Minds by outward Fi- 


in us. If there be any Man in the World, in 
whom the Nature of Adam is not, he has 20 
Sin from Adam. If there be any Man, in whom 
the Life of Jeſus is not, he has no Righteouſneſs 
from him. We muſt have Life and Righteouſ- 
neſs in the ſame Truth and Reality in us from 
the Second Adam, as we have Sin and Death in 


(325.) The Whole of the Matter is this: 
This World is our Curſe and Separation from 


turn'd into a ſhort State of Purification, and 
can only be made ſo, by our going with our 
whole Will and Defire out of it, and away from 


and fell into it, The Second Adam muſt take 

us out, as the Firſt Adam brought us into this 
World. Our Bodies are our Burdens which 

Sin bas laid upon us: Our flnging, wounding 


to die, and commend our Spirit into the Hands 


Tam 1 


Turning with our whole Will, and Defire to- 
wards God, and Paradiſe, all this Bearing our 
Croſs, and paſſing through the fiery Trials of 
this Lite, is ſtill but preparatory to our Salva- 
tion, which wholly confiſts in the Incarnation 
of the Son of God in the Soul, or Life of Man. 
That muſt be done, and born in us, which 
was done, and born in the Virgin Mary. As 
our Sin and Death is, Adam in us, fo our Life 
and Salvation is, Chri/t in us. This is it alone 
that /aves us, that delivers us from the Fall, 
that reſtores all that was loſt in Adam; by this 

alone what died in Adam, is brought to Life 
again in us; by this alone we can be taken out 
of an earthly Life, Nature, and World, and 
tranſlated into a heavenly Life, Nature, and 
World. 
( 26.) Chriſt by the over-hadoving of the 
Holy Spirit, became in the Body of - By holy 
Virgin Mary, of the ſame Nature with that 
Firſt Man, which was created in Paradiſe, who, 
according to the Purpoſe of God, was to have 
been the Father of an holy paradifical Race 
of Men. Now the Firſt Purpoſe of God muſt 
fand, and that which God deſigned muſt cone 
to paſs. But ſeeing the Firft Adam failed in this 
| Defign of God, and was not the Generator of 
ſuch a Race of Men, therefore the Wiſdom of 
God provided a Second Adam, who was born 
of the Virgin Mary in the ſame Degree of Per- 
fection, in which the firſt Man was created. 
To this N paradifical, human Nature, the 


Son © 


$i 
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Son of God was perſonally united; and thus 


Chriſt, the Second Adam, took the Place of 
the F irſt, and ſtands as the Regenerator, Re- 
deemer, Second Father of all the Sons of 
Adam. Now as we are earthly, corrupt, and 
worldly Men, by having the Nature and Life 
of the Firſt Adam propagated in us, fo we 
muſt become holy, paradiſical, and heavenly 


Men, by having the Life and Nature of the 


Second Adam derived into, or regenerated in us; 


or, as the Scripture ſpeaks, by being born again 
of him. Therefore if we are to have the 
Nature of Chriſt regenerated in us, as the Life 


of Adam is born in us; if we are to be like him 
in Nature, as we are like to Adam in Nature; 
if we are to be the heavenly Sons of the one, as 


we are the earthly Sons of the other, then there 


is an abſolute Neceſjity, that T hat which was 
done and born mn the Aug Mary, be alſo by 


the ſame Power of the Holy Ghoſt done ſa 


born in us, by a Seed of Life derived into us 


from Chriſt our Regenerator. The Myſtery of 
_ Chriſt's Birth muſt be the Myſtery of our Birth; 


we cannot be his Sons, but by having the Birth 


2 his Life derived into us; for the nec paradi- 
lic 


al Man muſt be brought forth in the /ame 


ananner in every individual Perſon ; that which 
brought forth this holy Birth in the Firf Adam 
at his Creation, and in the Second Adam in the 


Virgin Mary, that alore can bring it forth in 
any one of their Offspring. Jeſus Chriſt = = 
fore ſtands as our Regenerctor, to help us by a 

Second 


N 


Second Birth from him, to ſuch an holy, re, 
and undefiled Nature, as he himſelf eve in 
the Bleſſed Virgin, and which we ſhould have 
received in Pafadiſb from our Firſt Father, 
From the Time of the Fall of Adam, the 
incorruptible Seed of Chriſt is in us all, in the 
whole human Nature ; he has Power, as the 
Son of God, to quicken and raiſe it up, till it 
comes to be that Firft holy Image of the Bleſſed 


Trinity. And when a Divine Faith ariſes in 


this Seed of Life, by which it lays hold on 
Chriſt as the Author, Preſerver, and Finiſher 
of its Life, as the Atonement, Saviour and De- 
liverer from the Death and Hell that ſurrounds 
it, then it grows up into a new, inward Man, 
of the fame Nature with that which appeared 
in Paradiſe, and with that which was born in 
the Virgin Mary. Then the Birth of the Son 
of God, the Birth of the Spirit, and that Firft 
holy Humanity which Adam loft, are all reſtored 
to ns, but in a Myſtery in the inward Man 
hid in God, till the Reſurrection ſhall ſeparate 
every thing that is earthly, dark, and corrupti- 
ble, from it. Thus by Faith in Chriſt we put 
on Chriſt, he becomes formed in us, we eat his 
Fleſh, and drink his Blood, and have his Nature 
and Life in us; that is, we have a Fleſh and 
Blood, a holy Humanity, derived into us from 
Chriſt, in the /me Realily as we have Flefh 
and Blood, a corrupt Humanity from Adam, 
our Firft F ather. Thus we are real Members, 
living Branches, and new- born Children, of 


Chriſt, 


e Grounds and Reaſons of Chuiſtian Regeneration, Wt: 
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Chriſt, our Regenerator; he is our Father, 
and as ſuch, as certainly brings us into the 


Kingdom of Heaven, Heirs of all his Glory, 
as Ale brought us into the Priſon of this 


World, Heirs cf all his Sin and Miſery. This 
is the Whole of the Chriſtian Redemption. Let 
us look where we will, and talk of what we 
will, there is no Poſſibility of Salvation for 
any one Son of Adam, but in this Divine Birth, 

nor can this Birth be had any other way, And 


to this great Truth all the Writings of the 
New Teſtament bear undeniable Witneſs. For 


the further and full View of this important 
Matter, I refer the Reader to another „ite 
Book®, which, if I could afford it, ſhould be 
ent gratis into all Parts of the Kingdom. Look 
now at yourſelves, at the World, at Religion, in 
this true Light, and ſurely you muſt enough 


{ce and feel the defirable Nature of every Vir- 
tue, and every Degree of it, which the Goſpel 


ſets before you. Surely you muſt awaken into 

a ſtrong Abhorrence of every thing, that 
the Fall has brought upon you, whether it be 
in your Souls, your Bodies, or the State of the 


World into which you are fallen. To renounce 


the poor Intereſts of a Worldly Life, to be con- 
tent with a Pilgrim's Fare in 4 to live looking 
and longing after that which you have loft ; 
to have no more of Covetouſneſs, of Pride, of | 
2 Vanity, and Ambition, than John the Baptiſt 
had; to live unto God | in your Shops, your 


Em- 


4-4-4 - 
Employments and Eftates, with ſuch Thoughts 
and Deſires of going to your heavenly Father, 


as the loſt Son had vx hen he ſaw his poor Con- 


dition, eating. Huſks among Swine, is only a 
Proof that you are, like him, come to yourſelves, 
that you begin to ſee what, and how, and where 


you are. Surely you can need no Exhortations 
to haſten and run to your Redeemer, to aſk, 
and beſeech him in Faith and Love to do every 


thing in you and for you, that your darken'd 
corrupted Heart, and polluted Body, ſtands in 


need of, He now ſtands as near you, as full 
of Love over you, as he did to Lazarus when 


he raiſed him from the Dead. He is no far- 
ther from your Call, than he was from the 


Call of blind Bartimæus, whoſe Eyes he im- 
mediately opened. Surely it ſhould now be 


more needleſs to exhort you to look earneſtly 


and diligently after every Means of recovering 


your firſt glorious State, than to exhort the 
Blind to receive their Sight, the Sick to accept 


of Health, or the Captive to ſuffer his Chains 
to be taken off, For when you thus ſee your 
Miſery and your Redemption in this ſtrong 
Light, both of them ſo exceeding great, you 


ſee ſomething that muſt needs penetrate and 


awaken the inmoſt Depth of your Soul, that 
leaves you no room to doubt about the Nature 
of any Virtue, no Liberty to indulge one vain 


Paſſion, or to think it any Hardſhip that the 
Goſpel calls you to be perſect. For in this 


Liglit every Virtue of the Goſpel ſtands known 


and 
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=. 
and recommended to us, juſt as He2/th, Pu- 
+ rity and Sight, ſtand recommended to a fickiy, 
Wl noiſome, blind Leper, who was ſhut up in a 
oh Place that continually increaſed all his Evils. 
4 It ſtrips us of nothing but the Uncleanneſs of 
\3F Leprofies, the Miſeries of Sores, Pains, and 
5 | Blindneſs It takes nothing from the World 
| which 1s about us, but its Poiſon and Power [| 
of infecting us. So that to be called to the 2 
Height of all Virtue attainable in this Life, | 
however exceffive it may ſeem to the Reaſon- 
ings. of Fleſh and Blood, is only being called 
away from every Miſery and Evil that can be 
avoided by us. Jeſus Chriſt 1 is become our Re- 
generator, that we may again be made like un- 
to God, have the Purity and Perfection of an 
wo 8 angelic Nature, and * made capable of en- 
* Jjoying the infinite Riches and Treaſures of the 
1 Divine Naturetoall Eternity. No Virtue there- 
1 fore has any blameable Extreme in it, till it con- 
788  tradifs this general End of Religion, till it hin- | 
"RS ders the Reſtoration of the Divine Image in us, 
= or makes us leſs fit to appear amongſt the In- 
| habitants of Heaven. Abſtinence, Keb 
| "= F of the Senſes and Paſſions, can 
5 have no Exceſs till they hinder the Purification | 
0 of the Soul, and make the Body leſs ufeful 3 
and ſubſervient to it. Charity can have no Ex-= | 
_ ceſs till it contradicis that Love which we are 
to have in Heaven, tilÞ it is more than that 
which would lay down its Life even for an 
Eneny, till it exceeds that whichYhe ficſt I =_ 
1ans 78 
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ſtians praiſed, when they had all things © com- 


uon; till it exceeds that of St. John, who re- 


quires him that has Teo Coats, to give to him 
that has none, and he that has Meat to do like- 
wiſe; till it is loving our poor Brethren more 
than Chriſt has loved us; till it goes beyond the 


Command of loving our Neighbour as we love 


ourſelves ; till it forgets that our own Life 1 is 


to be preſerved. 


See now how the Doctor inſtructs BY "I 


lightens his Readers on theſe Two great Arti- 
cles, Chriſtian 7. emperance, and Charity. To 
remove the Reſtraints of the Firſt, he ſays, 


„O Our Bleſſed Saviour came eating and drink- 
„ing, was preſent at Weddings, and other 
Entertainments; nay, at one of them work 
« eda Miracle to make Wine, when it 1s plain, 


ee there had been more drank than was abſo- 


« Jutely neceſſary for the Support of Nature, 
« and conſequently ſomething had been in- 


dulged to Pleafure and Chearfulneſs“.““ 


O Holy Jeſus, that thy Divine Life ſhould, 


by a Preacher of thy Goſpel, be made a Plea 
for Liberties of Indulgence ! The Doctor's Ar- 


gument lies in this; that our Saviour work'd a 


Miracle to help them to more Wine, when they 
had already drank to the Indulgente of Pleaſure 


and Chearſumeſ, therefore he could be no Ene- 
_ my to ſuch pleaſant Indulgences ; ; therefore i its 
5 lawful for us Chriſtians to delight in them. 
Now if this Lawfulneſs is well proved, the 


43 5 Doctor 
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and recommended to us, juſt as He2/th, PA. 


rity. and Sight, ſtand recommended to a fickiy, 
noiſome, blind Leper, who was ſhut up in a 
Place that continually increafed all his Evils. 


It ſtrips us of nothing but the Uncleanneſs of 


Leproſies, the Miſeries of Sores, Pains, and 
Blindnefs It takes nothing from the World 
which is about us, but its Poiſon and Power 
of infecting us. So that to be called to the 


Height of all Virtue attainable in this Life, 


however exceſſive it may ſeem to the Reaſon- 


mgs.of Fleſh and Blood, is only being called 


away from every Miſery and Evil that can be 
avoided by us. Jeſus Chriſt is become our Re- 


generator, that we may again be made like un- 
to God, have the Purity and Perfection of an 


angelic Nature, and be made capable of en- 
joying the infinite Riches and Treaſures of the 


Divine Nature to all Eternity. No Virtue there. 
fore has any blameable Extreme in it, till it con- 


tr adicts this general End of Religion, till it hin- 


ders the Reſtoration of the Divine Image in us, 

or makes us leſs fit to appear amongſt the In- 
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„ of the Senſes and Paſſions, can 


bave no Exceſs till they hinder the Purification 
of the Soul, and make the Body leſs uſeful 


| habitants of Heaven. Abſtinence, 


and ſubſervient to it. Charity can have no Ex- 


ceſs till it contradicis that Love which we are 
to have in Heaven, tilÞ it is more than that 
which would Jay down its Life even for an 


Haun. d Wl: it exceeds that Kg firſt Chri- 


ſtians 
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| Hians practiſed, when they had all ier & com- 


07; till it exceeds that 00 St. John, who re- 
quires him that has Tao Coats, to g1ve to him 


that has none, and he that has Meat to do like- 


wife ; till it is loving our poor Brethren more 
than Chriſt has loved us; till it goes beyond the 


Command of loving our Neighbour as we love 


ourſelves ; till it forgets that our own Life 1 BH 
to be preſerved: 

See now how the Doctor inſtructs TD en- 
lightens his Readers on theſe T'wo great Arti- 
cles, Chriſtian Temperance, and Charity. To 


remove the Reſtraints of the Firſt, he fays, 
«« Our Blefled Saviour came eating 4 drink- 


« ing, was preſent at Weddings, and other 


Entertainments; nay, at one of them work- 
ed a Miracle to mals Wine, when it 1s plain, 


«© there had been more drank than was abſo- 


lutely neceſſary for the Support of Nature, 


« and conſequently ſomething had been in- 
% dulged to Pleaſure and Chearfulneſs*,” 
O Holy Jeſus, that thy Divine Life ſhould, 


| by a Preacher of thy Goſpel, be made a Plea 
for Liberties of Indulgence ! " The Doctor's Ar- 


gument lies in this; that our Saviour work'd a 
Miracle to lielp them to more Mine, when they 


had already drank to the Indulgence of Pleaſure 

and Chearſulneſs, therefore he could be no Ene- 
my to ſuch pleaſant Indulgences; 3 therefore 1 it is 

lawful for us Chriſtians to delight in them. 


Now if this Lawfulneſs is well proved, the 
The e Doctor 
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1 
Doctor may go on, and prove theſe Indul- 
gences to be good and pious; becauſe what our 


Saviour work'd a Miracle to promote, muſt needs 


be eſteem'd to be ſo. And ſo the adding An- 


other Bottle, when Friends are rejoicing, may 
be made to be a Chriſtian Duty. But the 


Doctor ſhould have remember'd, that the Vine 


here ſpoken of, was not common Mine, and 


therefole has not the legt Relation to our con- 
mon Drinking that it was not Wine from 


the Juice of the Grape—that it had nothing 


in tit, but what came from a heavenly Hand 
that! it muſt have in it the Purity and Vir 


tue of him that made it that it had as good 
Qnuäalities in it, and was fitted to have the ſame 
oy eds upon ſome that drank it, as the Clay, 


which he moiftened with his Shittle, had upon 
5 Eyes of the Blind. He ſhould have re- 


member'd, that it was Mater, only ſo alter' d, 
and endued with /uch Qualities, as he pleaſed 
toput into it; and therefore we may be ſure, 


it was Water as highly bleſs” d for their Ule, as 


they were capable of; we may be ſure it was 


fitter to allay the Heat and Diſorder of their = 
Drinking, Un if it had been Water unalter'd 
by our Saviour. How ſuitable was this Miracle 
us a Feaſt ! How worthy of ſo Divine a Per- 


fon! To make them js by giving them 


Water made fitter for that Purpoſe, and to 
Taiſe their Faith by its miraculouſly ſeeming to 


be turn'd into the beſt of Wine. Well might it 
be Hd of this Miracles, that he amy mani- 
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feſted forth his Glory, and his Di typles bellentd 
on him. But according to the Doctor's horrid 
Account of this Miracle, it muſt be ſaid, that 
he thereby ſhew'd his Approbation of continu- 
ing ſuch Pleaſures of Drinking, and has left 
us a Proof, that we may do the ſame. But I 
muſt further vindicate the Life and Example 
of our Bleſſed Lord from the Indignity and Ir- 
reverence done to it by the Doctor. Our Bleſ- 
{cd Lord came indeed, as he ſays of himſelf, 
eating and drinking. But how, or in whinh 
Manner, or in what Senſe, did he ſay this of 
himſelf? Why, it was in Oppoſition to, and 
Diſtinction from, John the Baptiſt, who came 
eating only one Sort of Food. And it was to 
| ſhew the Fewws their great Guilt in this reſpect, 
that nothing could do them any good. For 
the Mortification of the Baptiſt A condemn- 
ed, as coming from the Devil; and the Conde- 

ſeenfion' of the Holy Jeſus in coming to their 
Tables, they accuſed as Gluttony and Wine-bib- 

bing. Now the Doctor is plainly doing what 
our Lord accuſed the Jews of; he with them 
condemns the Mortification of the Baptiſt, as 
coming from the Devil. But he differs from 


the Fews in this, that he does not condemn, = 


but approves of our Lord, as a «Fri to Feaſts, | 


and merry Meetings. 


Our Saviour, ſuitable to his gracious Loves? 
in coming into the World, ſought the Con ver- 


ſation of Sinners and Publicans; becauſe he | 


came to ſave that which WAS * and a XK: 
Eo M 


1 
he knew that ſome among ſuch Sinners were 
more moveable, than the proud Sanctity of the 


learned Phariſces. But may we thence con- 


clude, that the Lives of ſuch.Sinners were not 
blameable in bis Sight ? Is not this as well, as 
to imagine he fſavour'd the Indulgences of 


Feaſting and good Fe!lowfhip, becauſe he was 


found there ? The Holy Jeſus converſed more 
Fee, ſpoke of himfelf, and of the Kingdom 
of God, more divinely to a wicked Woman of 
Somaria, than he appears to have done to his 


| Diſciples. May we thence conclude, that he 
approved of a Woman of that Character, or 


that he thereby ſet his Seal to the Goodneſs 


and Lawfulneſs of her Way of living? Is not 

this as well, as to make his Preſence at a Weds. 
ding, an Approbation of the F reedom and ba. 
dulg ences of {uch Feaſts ? 


6 Holy Jeſus, thou didſt nothing of thy- 


ſelf, thou ſoughteſt only the Glory of thy Fa- 


ther, from the Beginning to the End of thy 


Life; thou ſpenteſt whole Nights in Prayer in 


Mountains and Deſart Places; thou hadſt not 
where to lay thy Head; thy common poor 


Fare with thy Diſciples was barely Bread and 


dried Fiſh; thy miraculous Power never help'd 


thee to any 2 1 75 of Refreſhment, tho' ever 


ſo much fatigued, and fainted with Labour. 
But yet, becauſe this Holy Jeſus came into 


the World to ſave all Sorts of Sinners, and to 


ſhew that every Kind and Degree of Sin could 


be taken away, and . by him, 2 
4 fore 


9 1 
fore he came into all Places, and entered into 
all Sorts of Companies. He did not, as the 
Baptiſt, tic himſelf to one Sort of Food, but he 
came eating and drinking. But why did he ſo? 
It was, that he might reprove and convert 
Sinners at their own Tables. He came, not 
to indulge himſelf, or to find ſuch Gratifica- 
tions as the Baptiſt abftain'd from, but to 
Work Miracles, to awaken and aſtoniſh Sinners 
in the Mid}? of their Indulgences. 

It is ſaid, that where-ever the King is, there 
is the Court. But with much more Reaſon 
may it be ſaid, that where-ever our Saviour 
came, there was the 7. emple, or the Church, He 
came to Feaſts and Entertainments with the 
ſame Spirit, for the ſame End, and in the ſame 
Divine Power, as he went to raiſe a dead Corpſe; 
namely, to ſhew forth the Glory of 44. 
W here-ever he came, it was in the Hirit and 
Power of the Redeemer of Mankind; every 
thing he did, was only to deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil, to deliver Men from his Power, 
raiſe the Dead, and give S:ght to the Blind, and 
Ears to the Deaf; it made no Difference to 
him, whether he did this | in the Temple, or in 
the Streets, at a Feaſt, or at a Funeral. As he 
Was every-where God, ſo every Place became 
Holy to him. Laſly, If our Saviour came 
Eating and Drinking, and was preſent, as is 
pretended, at chearful Entertainments, to 
ſhew his Approbation of ſuch Indulgences, and 
to leave us a Proof, that we may do ſo too; 
3 EB how 


Fu 
how came Yohn the Bapt it, that ſevere Maſter 


of Mortification, to be a fit Preparer of the 
A WMay to the Kingdom of Heaven? Surely his 


Voice muſt cry wrong, if ſuch Mortification 
_ was notright. And if our Saviour difipproved 
of the Severity of his Life and Manners, how 


= came he to point him out to the Jews, as a 

"Jy burning and ſhining Light ? Thus much may 

ſerve to vindicate our Saviour's holy Life and 

5 ; Example from the ſhocking Mifapplication 

__ the Doctor has made of it. 

Let us now ſee how he treats and inſtructs 

* 5 the charitable Chriſtian in theſe Words: 
What! ſays the Half Thinker, is not Cha- 

5 „ rity to the Poor, a moſt excellent Thing? 
4% And can I be too charitable? Can I there- | 
10 (e 5 


fore beſtow too much upon the Poor? I an- 
wer, Would you conſider the other Side, 
you would perceive, that tho' you cannot 
be too charitable, yet you may beſtow too 
much upon the Poor, to the Ruin of your 

“Wife and Children, which is not Charity, 
but Madneſs, and a great and noſt grievous 
„Sin. Did you never hear, that Charity be- 

« gins at Home? Did you never read that of 

„ St. Paul? If an y provide not for his own, 
and eſpecially hoſe of his own Houſe ; he hath 

„denied the Fail, and is worſe than an Inft- 
%% - 

The Doctor J "Pal ſhall "na to him- 
1 ſelf. But the Text of St. Paul, which he has 
Will. as 
. ge 6 
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as groſiy miſtaken and miſapplied, as he did 
our Saviour's Miracle, J muſt take out of his 
Hands. St. Paul's Words are quoted to prove, 
that it is Madneſs, a great and grievous Sin, for 
any one, through Chas! ty to the Poor, to ren- 
der himſelf unable to provide for his Wife and 
Children. Now the Apoſtle in this Place ſpeaks 
no more about ils Sin, than he ſpeaks againſt 
the Sin of V. atching and Prayer, Nay, what 
is more, there is not in all his Writings, or in 
the whole New Teſtament, the leaſt Suppoſi- 
tion or Hint that {uch a Sin ever was, or would 
be committed by any charitable Man. The 
Apoſtle was ſingly ſpeaking of ſuch Nomen as 
were to be taken into the Order of Midoxus, for 

the Service of the Church, and to be main- 
tained by it*, Verſe 4, he ſays, that ſuch Wi- 
dos as had Children or Nephews that could 
ſupport tbem, ſuch were not to be maintained 
by the Church. And to ſuch Sons and Nephews 
who have Mothers and Aunts that thus want 
their Aſſiſtance, he ſays, If any one provide not 
for his own, eſpeciaily for thoſe of Ins owwn Houſe, 
1, e. If any Sons or Nephews, having Mothers 
or Aunts become deſolate Widows, and take not 
care to affiſt them, eſpecially if they live with 


them, ſuch have renounced the Piety of the 


Goſpel, and have not ſo much Humanity as Þn- 
 fidels. This alone is the plain Doctrine of the 
Apoſtle, which the Doctor has groſly pervert- 
ed, to the e of that which he never 
o thought N 


Ev 
thought of, either there, or in any Part of 
Scripture. On the contrary, the Scripture 
abounds with Paſſages that might perſuade us, 
that no Family could ever be ruin'd by the 
Alms and Charity of its Father. 1 have been 
young, and now am old, faith the Plalmift, yet 
never ſaw I the Righteous forſaken, or their Seed 
= begging their Bread. The liberal Soul ſhall be 
mage fat, and he that watereth, ſhall be watered 
again. They that cannot believe this, want 
the Faith of Chriſtians. Had any one in the 
Apoſtle's Time reduced his Wife and Children 
to ant, by his great Charity to the Poor, the 
Apoſtle would have been ſo far ſrom rebuking 

him, as a half-thinkirg Fool, or expoſing him 
to others, as guilty of M. ladnefs and grievous 
Sin, that he would have told them, that he 
had conſecrated him/elf and Family to the 
Church, that he and they were thereby become 
the dear Objects of the Church's Care and Love, 
ſince their preſent Diſtreſs was brought upon 
them by a boundleſs Love and Compaſſion 
for the Poor. I will now ſuppoſe that the 
Apoſtle had condemn'd a Charity in a Father 
that was to the Detriment of his V. ife and Chil- 
dren; I will put the following caſe in as high. 
Terms as the Doctor can well deſire. Let it be 
ſuppoſed that ſome good Biſhop, poſſeſſed of as 
rich a Biſboprich as that of Wincheſter, ſhould 
through his extenſive Love and Charity for the 
Poor throughout his whole Dioceſe, 4 forced 
to ule the utmo/? Frugality in Family-Expence, 
and to bring vp his Children in  Employments 


of 


1 


of Labour. to help themſelves to el and 
Naiment; one a Carpenter, in which Buſineſs 
our Saviour is ſaid to have labour'd in his 
Youth ; another a Maker of Tents, the Trade 
of the great Apoſtle; and the reſt in the like 

manner. Let it be ſuppoſed, that when he 
died, he left only Twenty Pounds a Year 
amongſt them, not to be poſſeſſed by any one of 


them, but only to be ze by every one, as 


Sickneſs or Age made them ſtand in need of 1 = 


with this Injunction, that it ſhould be given 
to other fick and helpl;ſs People, when there 
was no ſuch among themſelves. Let it be 
| ſuppoſed that by his Life and Converſation, 
he had filled his Wife and Children with 
the true and perfef Spirit of the Goſpel, 
that they loved and rejoiced in his Memory for 
all the Good that he had done to them, de- 
ſiring nothing but to go through the World in 
that ſame Humility, Piety, Charity, Love of 
God, and Renunciation of the World, as he 
had done. Will the Doctor ſay, that this Biſhop 
had ruin'd his Wife and Children? that hal If. 
thinking had betray'd him into a moſt grievous. 
Sin, that he had by this Life deny'd the Faith, 
and become worſe than an [fide] ? I will ven- 
ture to lay, that if ſuch a Biſhop ſhould ever 
appear in this Kingdom, he 7155 bid fair to 
put an End to Infidelity through all his Dioceſe, | 
tho? it were the largeſt in the Nation. Now if 
the Doctor does not know of any one, either 
_ amongſt the Laity or Clergy, who is ruining 
** 3 and Children * a greater and more 


Haneable | 


TY 


blameable Charity than that of this Biſhop, it 


muſt be ſaid, that he has been in too much 


Hafte; that his Zeal has not proceeded from 
Knowlege ; and that he has been throwing cold 
Water upon Charity, before there was any 


Flame in it. 


I now proceed to ſhew in a more general 


Way, the blameable Nature and Defign of the 


Doctor's Diſcourſe. The whole Ghriftian 
World, from the Time of our Saviour to this 


Day, has been praying, Thy Kingdom come, thy 
Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, Sa- 


craments, Divine Worſhip, and the Order of 


the Clergy, are appointed as minifterial Helps 
for this End, to raiſe, ſet up, and eſtabliſh, this 
Kingdom of God on Earth. The Fall of Man 
rode forth the Kingdom of this World ; 


Sin in all Shapes 1 18 had, elſe but the Hill of 


Man driving on in a State of Self- Motion, and 


Self-Government, following the Workings of 


a Nature broken off from its Dependency up- 
on, and Union with, the Divine Will. All the 
Evil and Miſery in the Creation ariſes only and 
| ſolely from this one Cauſe. There is not the 
ſmalleſt Degree of Diſtraction, Pain, or Pu- 
niſhment, either within us, or without us, but I 
What is owing to this, viz. that Man ſtands ot 
of his Place, is not in, and under, and united to 


God as he ſhould be, as the Nature of Things 


F require. God created every thing to. partake, 


of his own Nature, to have ſome Degres « and 
Share of bis own Life and Happineſs. 


can be good or evil, happy or unhappy but 1 


l * * ee . E E18 * *. 4 * * * — 294 OP N . 
* 5 7 - ; DL 7 R * * TS" Xs. A { * LW 2 * * eee . RS n WR I Wein n A 
E L ‚ F ‚‚ Tm »» ̈uuiü .] Ü ꝗq—mꝗ)ꝙv WD I on WTR 8 N 1 2 N 5 F * 8 4529 Ss ns OS IO? 
RE Rn RS CaO Arr, 8 aj 9 9 8 1 3 F ˙ UU UW een, ao Dd 3 eel Þ*? ! 1 5 "at * 8 : e | 
7 n 5 2 F . . ey bred 4 Sod Pee. DIE eB ey Wie n FS D 2 * 7 7 r TP... III TEA * 1 a 
a . — rr en Bo 9 TSR Ra Of r c T N PIRIE Fo np ĩð ey PII Op Sn de Ee Le : PENN 
a 4 1 0 "4 5 * y 8 Y n aq 4 4 


5 y 9 9 * * * pr 5 RR N wenn rn 1 W in 1 MX . 
1 2 - a, * 1 * * £ AY N T e * Nn TY 2 n 8 "> 2. ow ARE * 0 r N 6 V 
r Y he En OO N Ne 7 1 . ET N 9 Vole * % . 1 
5 2 F 5 3 * 2 3 5 WT, g 8 „ N 22 r F . r P = 
2 1 8 N d See Mor We . 1 33 . 3 FF J R800 IO ERS Ee „ V N CCC n 
> 7 . * Dien. PI — 0 '* : 9 12 \ s * % — 7 &* : p 4 x * K e * * 


: Brine of Love and Conformity toGod, Then 


49-4 


it does or does not ſtand in the ſame Degree of 
Divine Life in which it was created, receiving 


in God, and from God, all that Gould that it is 
capable of, and co-operating with, and under 


him, according to the Nature of its Powers 
and Perfections. As ſoon as it turns to itſelf, 


and would, as it were, have a Sound of its own, 
it breaks of from the Divine Harmony, and 


falls into the Miſery of its own Diſcord; and 
all its Workings then are only ſo many Sorts of 
Torment, or Ways of fecling its own Poverty. 


The Redemption of Mankind can then only 


be effected, the Harmony of the Creation can 


only then be reſtored, when the Will of God 
is the Will of every Creature. For this Rea- 


fon our Bleited Lord having taken upon him a 
created Nature, ſo continually declares againſt | 
the doing any thing of himſelf, and always 


appeals to the Will of God, as the only Motive 
and End of every thing he did, ſaying, that it 
was his Meat and Drink to do the W ill of him 
that ſent him. 


What now can be ſo defirable toa Cs * 


ſible Man, as to have the vain, diſorderly Paſ- 
ſions of his own corrupted Heart removed from 


him, to be filled with ſuch Unity, Love, and 


Concord, as flows from God, to ſtand united to, 
and co-operating with the Divine Goodneſs, wil- 
ling nothing, but what God wills, loving no- 


thing, but what God loves, and doing all the 
Good that he can to every Creature, from a 


the 
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blameable Charity than that of this Biſhop, it 
muſt be ſaid, that he has been in too much 


Hafte ; that his Zeal has not proceeded. from 


Knowlege ; and that he has been throwing cold 
Water upon Charity, before there was any 
Flame in it. 

I now proceed to ſhew in a more general 


Way, the blameable Nature and Defign of the 
Doctor's Diſcourſe. The whole Chrifiian | 


World, from the Time of our Saviour to this 
Day, has been praying, Thy Kingdom come, thy 
Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, Sa- 


craments, Divine Worſhip, and the Order of 


the Clergy, are appointed as miniſterial Helps 


for this End, to raiſe, ſet up, and eftabliſh, this 
Kingdom of God on Earth. The Fall of Man 


brought forth the King dom of this World ; 
Sin in all Shapes is a. Fa elſe but the Lill of 


Man driving on in a State of Se Motion, and 
Self-Government, following the Workings of 
a Nature broken off from its Dependency up- 
on, and Union with, the Divine Will. All the; 
Evil and Miſery in the Creation ariſes only and 


ſolely from this one Cauſe. There is not the 
| ſmalleſt Degree of Diſtraction, Pain, or Pu- 


niſhment, either within us, or without us, but 


what is owing to this, viz. that Man ſtands out 
of his Place, is not in, and under, and united to. 
God as he ſhould be, as the Nature of Things 
require. God created every thing to partaks. 


of his own Nature, to have ſome Degree and 
Share of his own Life and Happineſs. 


can be good or evil, happy or unhappy, but Th 
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it does or does not ſtand in the ſame Degree of 
Divine Life in which it was created, receiving 
in God, and from God, all that 5 that it is 
capable of, and co-operating with, and under 
him, according to the Nature of its Powers 
and Perfections. As ſoon as it turns to it/elf, 
and would, as it were, have a Sound of its own, 
jt breaks off from the Divine Harmony, and 
falls into the Miſery of its own Diſcord; and 
al! its Workings then are only ſo many Sorts of 
Torment, or Ways of feeling its own Poverty. 
The Redemption of Mankind can then only 


be effected, the Harmony of the Creation can 


only then be reſtored, when the Will of God 
is the Will of every Creature. For this Rea- 
ſon our Bleſſed Lord having taken upon him a 
created Nature, ſo continually declares againſt 
the doing any thing of himſelf, and always 
_ appeals to the Will of God, as the only Motive 
and End of every thing he did, faying, that it 
was his Meat and Drink to do the Ld il of him 
that ſent him. 
What now can be ſo Aae 10 a Chan ſen= 
ſible Man, as to have the vain, diſorderly Paſ- 
ſions of his own corrupted Heart removed from 
him, to be filled with ſuch Unity, Love, and 
Concord, as flows from God, to ſtand united to, 
and co-oßerating with the Divine Goodneſs, wil- 
ling nothing, but what God wills, loving no- 
thing, but what God loves, and doing all the 
Good that he can to every Creature, from a 
Principle of Love and Lg toGod, The ys 
; the 
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the Kingdom of God is come, and his Will is 
done in that Soul, as it is done in Heaven. 
Then Heaven itſelf is in the Soul. and the Life, 
and Converſation of the Soul is in Heaven. 
From ſuch a Man the Curſe of this World is 
removed ; he walks upon conſecrated Ground, 
and every thing he meets, every thing that 
| happens to him, helps forward his Union, and 
Communion with God. For it is the State of 
our Will, that makes the Hate of our Life ; 
when we receive every thing from God, and 
do every thing for God, every thing does us 


0 the ſame Good, and helps us to the ſame De. 


gree of Happineſs. Sickneſs and Health, Pro/- 
perity and Adverſity, bleſs and purify ſuch a 
Soul in the /ame Degree; as it turns every 
thing towards God, ſo every Thing becomes 


divine toit. For be that ſeeks God in ev ery. 


thing, is ſure to find God in every thing. 


When we thus live wholly unto God, God is 


wholly ours, and we are then happy in all the 
HFappineſs of God; for by uniting with him 
in Heart, and Will, 0 Spirit, we are united to 
all that he is, and has in himfelf. This is the 
Purity and Perfection of Life, that we pray for 
in the Lord's Prayer, that God's Kingdom may 
come, and his Will be done in us, as it is in Hea- 
ven. And this we may be ſure is not only ne- 
ceſſary, but attainable by us, or our Saviour 
would not have made it a Part of our daily 
Prayer. It may now then. juſtly be aſked, have 
we 7 obtain d that, Whew we have been fo 
7 "Pp 


E 

long, and ſo univerſally praying for? Can we 
look upon the Church of this Nation, as draw= 
ing near, or even tending to this State of Per- 
fection? Can we be carried to any one Pariſh, 
either in Town or Country, where it can with 
Truth be ſaid of any one Paſtor and his Flock, 
that there the Kingdom of God 1s coming, and 
his Will begins to be done on Earth, as it is done 
in Heaven Can we therefore find any one Pa- 
riſh, where the Paſtor has not great Reaſon to 
reject the Doctor's Diſcourſe, and to pray both 
for bimſelf and his Flock, that they may enter 
much farther into the Spirit and Practiſe of 
Chrifſtianity, thin they have yet enter'd, that 
the Goſpel may have much greater Power over 
them, than it hath yet had, and that they all 


may, with a moſt awakening Convition ; jen 


and underſtand what it is, that has made ſo di- 


vine and powerful a Religion, ſo without its 


proper Effet upon them? For if the Caſe be 
thus, if we ſtand at this amazing Diſtance 


from that State of Perfection to which Chriſt 


has called us, tho' we have his infallible Pro- 
miſe to be with us to the End of the World, to 
aſſiſt us with ſuch Power and Strength from 
above, as to obtain, and do every thing that 
we pray for, through a right Faith in him, and 
Conformity to his Laws and Example; if the 
Caſe be thus, does not Heaven and Earth ſeem 
to call upon every Miniſter of the Goſpel, to 
take ſome Share to himſelf of this . 
State of Things, and to endeavour. to convince- 


oo 


* 
: 1 himſelf and his Flock, that they have not 
'et gn Chriſtians in true earneſt, that they 
e profeſſed Chriſt with the Tempers of 
Foros and Heathens, that they have not yet en- 
tered into the narrow Way that leads to Life; 
that they have not yet enough renounced the 
World; not enough denied themſelves; not 
enough emptied their Hearts of Paſſions hurtful 
to'Picty ; not enough-offer'd and devoted them- 
ſelves: to God; not enough made the Spirit of 
Religion the Spirit of their Lives; not enough 
ſought for Strength and Deliverance from Sin, 
by afrmand living Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, who 


18 7 Righteouſneſs and Sanctiſcation to every 
Sinner wan turns to God: thro' Faith 1 in him; 


« 


be bor again | of God by the nt _ = : 
quickening the incorruptible Seed of Divine | 


Life in their Souls, ſo that Chriſt may be truly 
ſaid to be form'd in tliem ; not enough pray'd; 
and deſired to be everi-avhere, and on all Occa- 


ons, under the perpetual Influence and Guid- 


_ ance of the Holy Spirit, that they may think, 


and ſay, and do every thing by his Holy In- 
ſpiration; not enough look'd to that firſt and 


* Commandment, of loving God with our 


whole Heart and whole Strength; not enough 
endeavour'd to keep the next, which is like 
unto it, that of loving our Neighbour, | as we 


love ourſelves ; ; not enough. renounced ſuch» 


Faſhions, Cuſtoms: and Conformities, to the 


Workly as u greatly corrupt the Heart, and grieve 
0 and 
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and ſeparate the Holy Spirit from it. Now 


which way ſoever we conſider the lamentable 


State of Religion amongſt us, whether the 
be Evils within or without the Church, no Evil 


can be removed, nor any Remedy be procured 


by us of the Clergy, but in this one Way, That 


every Individual of the Order, from the high- 


eſt to the loweſt, begin in right Earneſt with 
himſelf, open the Book of his own Heart and 
Life, and confider ſeriouſly in the Preſence of 


God, whether, according to his Degree in the 
_ Ecclefiaſtical Function, the World has had its 
due Share of Salt and Light from him ; whe- 


ther all that is in the World, the Luft of the 


Fleſh, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of 
| Life, have been ſo openly, ſo conſtantly diſcou- 


raged and renounced by him, that the whole 


Form of his Life has been one loud, continual 
Call to all Orders of Chriſtians, to ſet their 


Aﬀe&ions on Things above, to mind only the 


one Thing needful ; to have nothing at Heart, 
but to be in Chriſt new Creatures, ſeeking, in- 


tending, deſiring nothing through the Pilgri- 


mage of this Life, but to live unſpotted from 
the World, and to obtain every Height of Ho- 


lineſs, and heavenly Affection, which becomes 


| thoſe who are to be called Sons and Heirs of 

God with Chriſt Jeſus. If Religion was at 

this Time in a moſt flouriſhing. State amongſt 

us, abounding with ſuch Congregations, as. 
made up the primitive Church, it would be, 
great Izjuſtice to ſuppoſe that the Clergy had 


not, 


3 
not, under God, been the chief Inſtruments of. 
building it up to ſuch a State of Perfection, 
ſince they are confider'd by our Saviour him- 
{e1f, as the Salt and Light of the World, which 
are to preſerve it both from Darkneſs and Cor- 
ruption. Seeing then that an wniverſal Cor- 
ruption of Manners is on all Hands confeſs'd 
to Have overſpread this Chriſtian Nation, and 
the true Spirit of Religion hardly any-where * 
to be feen, nothing can be more reaſonable in 
itſelf, more ſuitable to the preſent State of 
Things, than for every Clergyman, where- ever 
his Fort is fallen, to ſuſp ect himſelf to have, in 
Jome Degree or other, nteibuted to this com- 
mon Calamity, and to be more or leſs charge- 
able with the Guilt of it, and to try to diſco— 
ver his own State, by ſuch like Queſtions as 
theſe, laid home to his Conſcience, If Chri- 
ſtianity has not done that to my Flock which 
is the only End and Intent of it, is there no- 
thing of this Failure chorveable upon my Con- 
duct over it? Can my righteous Judge lay no- 
thing grievous to my Charge on that Account? 


Can my own Heart bear me Witneſs that I did 


not run in my own ill, was not driven by 
human Paſſions, but ſtaid and waited till the 
Holy Spirit called me to this Office? Have I 

not undertaken the Care of other Souls, be- 
fore I had ever any true and real Care of my 
. own? Have I not preſumed to convert and 
ſtrengthen others, before I was converted my- 
ſelf? To preach by hearſay of the Grace, and 
: Mercy, 


Wt” 


E 


Mercy, and Salvation, of the Goſpel, whilſt T 


myſolf was an obedient Slave to Sin? Have I. 


not taken upon me to explain and lay open the 


My fteries of God's Love in Chrift Jeſus, before 


they had had their proper Entrance into my 


own Soul? Has my own Repentance, Compunc= 
tion, deep Senfibility of the Burden of Sin, 
and want of a Saviour, taught me how to make 
the Terrors of the Lord known in the Deep 


of every Man's Heart, and to awaken and pierce 
the Confciences of Sinners? Has my own true 
and living Faith in Chriſt my Saviour, my own 
Experience of the atoning, cleanſing, fancti- 


fying Power of his precious Blood, enabled me 
ith great Boldneſs to tell all Sinners, that to 
the Faith which worketh by Love, Chriſt always 
and infallibly ſaith, ww] he ſaid in the Goſpel, 
Thy Sins are 5 thy Paith hath ſaved | 


| thee; go in Peace? 


Can my own Heart, and God, mwhoi! is greater 
than our Hearts, bear me Witneſs that! in my 
ſacred Office I have not ſought myſelf, or my 
own. Things, but the Things of Jeſus Chriſt ? 


If J have changed one Flock or Station for an- 
other, or added one Cure to another, have : 3 


done it in Singleneſs of Heart, as unto the Lord, 
and not for myſelf # Has all that I have ſought 
or done of this Kind, been only from this Mo- 


tive, and in this View, that 1 might be more 


truly faithful to him that hath called me, and 


be more and more /þent and ſacrificed for the 


Salvation of Souls? Havel neglected no Mem = 
_O or 


E 68-1 
of fitting and preparing myſelf for the Illumi- 
nations of God's Holy Spirit, which alone can 
enable me in any Meaſure to {peak to, and 
work upon, the Hearts and Conſciences of Men? 
Have JI earneſtly longed, and laboured after 
every Kind and Degree of inward and outward 
Holineſs, and Purity of Body, Soul, and Spirit, 
that my flanding at the Altar may be accept- 
able to God, and my Prayers and Interceſſions 
for my Flock avail much before him? Has 
my own Self-denial, Renunciation of the World, 
and Love of the Croſs of Chriſt, enabled me to 
preach up thoſe Duties in their full Extent? 
Has my own ſtrictly pious Uſe of the Things 
of this World, my own Readin-ſs to relieve 
and aſſiſt every Creature to the utmoſt Extent 
of my Ability, fitted me to call others to theſe 
Things with Power and Authority ? Have all 
Ages and Conditions of People under my Care 
had their proper Inſtruction and Warning from 
me, fo that ] have ſpared no Folly, Vanity, 
Indulgence, or Conformity to the World, that 
hurts Mens Souls, and hinders their Progreſs i in 
Piety? Have ! done all that by my Prayers and 
Preaching, Life and Example, which Chriſt ex- 
pects from thoſe whom he has enjoin'd to feed 
his Sheep? Can my Flock by looking at me ſee 
whatV irtues they want? Can they by following 
me, be led to every Kind and Degree of Chri- 
ſtian Perfection? Laſtly, has the Will of God 
and the Spirit of the Goſpel been the Begin- 
ming. and Ents the Realon and Motive, the 


Rule 


4:44: 
Rule and Meaſure, of my liking or diſliking, 


doing or not doing, every thing among thoſe 
People with whom J have lived as their Mini- 


ſte r ? Thele are a few of ſuch Queſtions as the 


preſent State of Religion in this and calls 
upon every Miniſter of theGoſpel to ſift and try 
himſelf by. For as the Order of the Clergy is 
inftituted for no other End, but for the preſerv- 
ing of Religion and true Piety in the World; 
ſo when any Age 1s more than ordinarily ſunk 
in Vice and Impiety, the whole Order of the 
Clergy, and every Member of it. have great rea- 
ſon not only to be deeply affi;&ted, but greatly 
afſrighted at it, and to ſuſpect and fear their 
own Conduct, fince that which is their particu- 
lar Work, has had ſo /ittle Succeſs, They 
have great reaſon to apprehend, that it is ſome. 
Degeneracy of Spirit, ſome common Miſbe- 
haviour, ſome general Negligence, ſome want 
of Example, ſome Failure in Doctrine, ſome 
defect in Zeal and Care of their particular 


Flocks, that 700 much contributes to /o general 


a Corruption of Manners. This docs not ſup- 


poſe, that it is in the Power of our Order to 


regulate the Manners of Pcople as we pleaſe; 
it only ſuppoſes, that of all human Means it 


has ihe greateſt Effet; and that when any Na- 


tion or People are either very good or very bad, 


the Behaviour of the Clergy may reaſonably 
be reckon'd to have greatly contributed to it. 


Let us all therefore of the Clergy, who have 


any right Senſe of the Nature of. our r Order, 
E 2 1 any 
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any true Love for our Brethren of it, awaken 


and ſtir up one another to a faithful Diligence 
in our Callings, not ſuch as may ſocure us 
from public Scandal, and the Laws of the 
Land, but ſuch a faithful Diligence as the Na- 


ture of our Office, the Spirit ” of the Goſpel, 


and the preſent Decay of Religion, calls Tg 


Let us beſeech and intreat one another deeply 


to conſider the great Need this poor Na- 
tion hath of a zealous, pious, exemplary, diſin— 


 terefled and laborious Clergy 3 to conſider the 
dreadful Tudgments of God, that may juſtly be 

expected to fall firſt upon our own Heads, if 
this true, only Relief and Remedy is not pro- 
cured by all of us, according to the tmoſi of 


our Ability. It is now no time for Eaſe, In- 


dulgence, or worldly Repoſe ; all is to be re- 
nounced, all is to be ſacrificed ; and we muſt 
in the Spirit of Martyrdom awaken the World 
into a Faith and Love of the Goſpel. Now is 
the Time that we muſt give up all our worldly 
Regards, for/ake all that we have ; that we muſt 


hate Father and Mother, Wiſe and Children, and 


Brothers and Siſters, yea, and our own Lives alſo, 
or we cannot be faithful Miniſters of Jeſus 


Chriſt. The ſame Spirit which firſt planted 


the Goſpel, i is now required to recover and re- 


ore it amongſt us. We muſt break off our |? 
Chains of worldly Prudence, and come forth in 
the Spirit and Power of the Goſpel ; ſo live, 


and ſpeak, and act, whether in the Pulpit or 
out of it, that all who lee and hear us may be 
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E 69 - 
forced to confeſs that God is in us of a Truth, 
and that his Holy Spirit hath ſent us. A Mi- 
niſtry that hath not this Power, that have not 


Full Proof, both to themſelves and others, that 
the Holy Spirit is thus with them, opening the 


Kingdom of God in their own Souls, and en- 
abling them to preach it to others with Spirit 


and Power, are to anſwer to God for their 


Want . 


To aſk whether the Adee of the Holy 


Spirit! is to be ordinary or extraordinary, is as 


needleſs and groundleſs a Diſtinction, as to alk 


whether a Miniſter of the Goſpel ought to be 
an ordinary or extraordinary good Man. The 
Operation of the Holy Spirit in us ſince the 


Fall, 1s a upernatural Power, and therefore ! in 


a juſt Senſe always extraordinary, becauſe en- 
abling us to be and do that, which the ordinary 
Power of fallen Nature 1s . for; but 
it is more or leſs reſtored to us, as we are more 


or leſs fitted to receive it. And all that A/z/t- 


ance or Renovation of the Holy Spirit which an 
Apoſtle might expect, for the raifing his own. 


perſonal Holinels to its greateſt Height, or for 


enabling him with Hirit and Power to move, 


affect, and convert the Hearts of Men to the 
Faith of the Goſpel, may be zuftly expefted 
now by ſuch Minitters of the Goſpel, as do all 
that which an Apoſtle did to obtain and re- 
ceive it. Our Religion is founded on this Noc= 
trine, —that we are to be born again of the 


Toy Spirit, —that it is to be the Breath and 


E 3 Life 
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Life of our new-born, inward Man,—that 
there is no Sanctifcation of the Heart, no I 
Iumination of the Mind, no Knowlege of Di- 
vine Myſteries, no Love of Holy Thin gs, po. 


fible to be had, but in and by the Motor and 
Life of this Holy Spirit renexww'd or born again 
in us ;—that its Lije, Motion, and Poaper: 3 in 
us, increaſeth according to our Faith, Pr rayers, 
and Deſires of it. N 

Is it not now a flat Denial of all this to ſay, 
as is ſaid by ſome, that the Z/tabli/hment of the 
Goſpel in the World, together with the Aſſiſt- 


ances of human Learning and Languages, has 
been the Occaſion why the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoft is abated, and become only ſuch 
as may be called ordinary? For if we conſult 
5 either Scripture or Experience, muſt it not be 


ſaid, that worldly Peace and Proſperity wants as 
much to be ſanctified by the Holy Spirit, as Per- 


ſecution and Diſireſs? That human Learning 


and Knowlege need as high Degrees of Divine 


- Grace and Help, as human Tonorance ? Is not 
tbe Blindneſs, the Infatuation and Corruption 
of Men of Letters, as notorious as that of un- 


learned Men? Does an Editor of Terence, Ho- 


race, or Virgil, receive ſuch Illumination from 


Plays and Poetry? Do Cardinals and Pluraliſis 

receive ſo much Un&ion and Aſſiſance from 
human F fabliſoments, as to necd leſs to be led 
and govern'd by the Holy Spirit of God? Or 
will we lay, that a critical Study of divided 


Languages, and aReligion eftabliſh'din worldly 
Eaſe 
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1 
Eaſe and Peace, are not only in themſelves 
free from Danger and Corruption, but have ſo 
much of the Nature of the Holy Spirit of God 
in them, that they can be to us in his Stead, 
and make his ſanctifying e 8 us 
needleſs in a leſs Degree? 

On the Part of God, our Redemption in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and our Sanftification by the Holy 
Ghoſt, tand always in the ſame Degree of 
Nearneſs and Fulneſs to all of us; there is hardly 
a Chapter in the New Teſtament that can be 
underſtood, or its Doctrines obſerved, but upon 
the Suppoſition of this great Truth. If 
Chriſt is leſs form'd in us than he was in the 
firſt Saints of the Church, if we come not to 

the perfeft Man, to the Meaſure of the Stature 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, it is not becauſe Chriſt 
is now become only our Redeemer in an ordi- 
nary Way or Degree, but it is becauſe we have 
not /o turn'd to him, not ſo turn 'd from our- 
ſelves, not ſo counted all Things but Dung, 
that we might win Chriſt, and be found in 
him, as the firſt Saints did. If the Holy Spirit 
does not now in ſuch a Degree renew, quicken, 
move, and ſanctify our Hearts, and fill us with 
fuch Degrees of Divine Light and Love, as was 
done in the firſt Age of the Church, it is not 
becauſe this ſanctifying Spirit has committed 
Jome Part of his Work to human Learning, 
and ſo is become only our Sanctiſier in a lefler 
and ordinary Degree, but it is becauſe we our- 
ſelves have forjaken this Fountain of living 
E 4 HE Waters, 
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| Waters, and hew'd out broken Cifterns for our 
ſelves; it is becauſe we have grieved this holy 
Spirit, reſſied his Motions, nuench d his holy 


Fire, and under an ou:wward Profeſſion of Chrift 
7 


have kept up that O!d Man, with his Deeds, 


which cannot be the Temple and Habitation 
of the Holy Spirit. 

If therefore we have any true Senſe of the 
Nature and Weight of our Ecclefiaſtical Cal- 
ling, any Deſire to do the full Worb of the 


Miniſtry, to ſatisfy the Wants and Neceſſities 


of our Flocks : i we have any Fear of being 
condemn'd as uſeleſs infignficant Labourers in 
Chriſt's Vineyard, it is high time to awake 
from this Dream of an or dinary and extraordi- 
nary Sanctification of the Holy Spirit; it ſerves 


only to Keep us unſanFified, ſhut up in Death, 


in the dead IVorkings of our own corrupted 
Nature, to keep us learnedly content with onr 


State, as if we were rich, and increaſed in 


Goods, and had Need of nothing*, and hinders 
us from know ing that we are wretched and mi- 


ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 


Several of the Clergy, whoſe Lot is fallen 


in this corrupt Age, may be ſuppoſed to have 
taken upon them the ſacred Office, and to have 


lived in it, not enough according to the Nature 
and Spirit of it, merely through the Degene- 


racy of the Times, and from a Conſideration 
that they are well enough, according to the 


Meaſure of Religion that now paſſes in the 
| World. 
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World. And perhaps there are few, if any, of 


the Order, however eminent for good Works, 
whole Virtues have not received ſome Abate= 


ment from the ſame Cauſe. This therefore may 
be added as another Reaſon why all the Clergy 
of this Land ſhould ſearch into their Lives and 
Conduct with the utmoſt Severity, and bring 
every thing to the Teſt of the Letter and Spi- 


rit of the Goſpel. 


The Chriſtian Religion pas not had its pro- 
per Effect, nor obtain'd its intended End, till 


it has ſo ſet up the Kingdom of God amongſt 


us, that his Will is done on Lartit, as it is done 
in Heaven. This is the Perfection that every 
Chriſtian, when advancing forward in the ſe- 
veral Degrees of Holineſs and Purification, is 


to tend to, and aſpire after. And if they who 
are to be taught, are to be thus n from 


an earthly Nature, thus emptied of all worldly _ 
Paftions, thus dead to the Workings of Self. ; 
will, and Self-love, that the Spirit 4 God may 


be all in all in them, what Manner of Men 


ought they to be, who are to teach, promote, 


advance, and lead the Way to this Purity and 
Perfection? What a Diſtance ought he to be 

from every Appear ance of Pride, that is to draw 

others to love and practiſe the profound Hu- 


mility of the Bleſſed Jeſus ? How ought he to 


deny his Appetites, to humble his Body, and 
be ſteady in all Kinds of Self-Denial, who 
would convince his Flock that they who \ ſow to 
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How heavenly-minded, how devoted to God, 
how attentive to the one Thing needful, how 
unſpotted from the World ought he to be, 
who is to perſuade others that they cannot pot- 
ſibly ſerve God and Mammon? How empty 
ought he to be of all /el#/þ Cunning, all worldly 
Policy, all Arts and Methods of Ambition, who 
is to fix it deep in the Hearts of his Hearers, 
that unleſs they become as little Children, they 
cannot ſee, nor enter into the Kingdom of God? 
What open Hands, and open Heart ought he 
to have, what an Extent of Charity ought to 
be vifible in him, who is to bring his Flock to 
this Faith, that it is more Bleſſed to give than to 
receive? How remarkably, undeniably plain, 


1 open, ſincere, undeſigning, and faithful, ſhould 


he be, who is to recommend, plant, and eſta- 
bliſh Sincerity, Plainneſs, Simplicity, Truth, 
and Innocence, amongſt his Flock? There is 
fuch a neceſſary Fitneſs in theſe Things, that 
the Force and Power of Religion muſt be much 
prevented, when its precepts are recommended 
to the World by ſuch as excuſe themſelves from 
the plain and open Practice of them? 


The Office of the Miniſtry is of the higheſt 


Nature; it is a Truſt which no Language can! 


ſufficiently expreſs ; and the unfaithful Diſ- 
charge of it is, of all Conditions in Life, tge 
| moſt dreadful. To be charged with the Death 
and Blood of Souls, by that God who laid down 
his Life to redeem x Born 15 a Condemnation 
that will carry more of Guilt and Puniſhment 
1 


E 


in it than any other. Would you know the 


Office of a Chriſtian Paſtor, you muſt look at 


the Office of Chriſt; would you know what 


Manner of Spirit he ought to be of, you muſt 
look at the Spirit of Chriſt. For the Work of 


the Miniſtry is only the Work of Chriſt com- 
mitted to other Hands, who are to ſupply his 
Abſence, to be here in his Stead, to be doing 


the ſame Things, and with the lame 180 that 
he did, till the End of the World. 


Nothing is fo highly honourable as to bear a 


Part in the Prieſthood of Chriſt, and be em- 


ploy'd in the Work of the Miniſtry; but then 


it ſhould be wel! confider'd, that it is only ho- 
nourable in the /ame Senſe as it may be ſaid 
that nothing is more honourable than to ſuffer 
as a Martyr. It is an Honour that 1s as differ- 


ent from all worldly Figure and Diſtinction, 
as the Glory of Chriſt upon the Croſs is dif- 


ferent from the Triumph of an earthly Prince. 
When therefore we think of the Honour and 


Dignity of the Paſtoral Function, we ſhould be 
careful to remember, that it is only the Ho- 
nour of dying a Martyr, an Honour of hum- 


bling, abafing, and ſacrificing ourſelves with 


Chriſt, and continuing the Exerciſe of his ſuf- 


fering Prieſthood for the Salvation of the 
World, The holy Function is often conſider'd 
only as an authoritative Commiſſion to miniſter 
in holy Things; but it is much more than this; 
it is a Call and Command to act with the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, to repreſent his Purity, to con- 


tinue 


1 3 
tinue his Holineſs, to bear a Part of his S 
crifice, and devote themſelves for the Good of 
others, as he did. A Pricft that has o/ his 
Ordination to diſtinguiſh him, wants as much 
to make him a true Prieſt, as Judas wanted to 
make him a true Apoſtle, For tho' Holineſs 
gives no Man a Conmiſſion to exerciſe the Pa- 
ſtoral Office, yet all who are called to it, are as 
much ordained and appointed to a fecultar Ho- 
lineſs of Life, as to the Adminiſiration of the Sa- 
craments; and when they ceaſe to be as Light 
and Salt to the reſt of the World, they fin 
_ againſt the Paſtoral Office in as high a degree as 
they that enter upon it without any Authority. 
For the ſacred Office is God's Appointment, 
to continue through all Ages of the World, 
the Spirit and Power of Chrift, for recon- 
ciling Men to God, in the fame Munner, and 
by the ame Means of Holineſs, Sacrifice, and 
Devotion, which Chriſt exerciſed when he was 
upon Earth. We need no other Proof of this, 
than this one Saying of our Bleſſed Lord: As 
my Father hath ſent me, ſo fend T you. That is, 


” 4 all the Ends for which I am come into the 


World, for all the ſame Ends I ſend you into 
it, to he there in my ſtead, to ſupply my Ab- 
| ſence, to carry on the Work that I have be- 
gun, to exerciſe my Power, to act with my 
Spirit, to continue the Exerciſe of my Love, 
and Labour, and Suffering, for the Salvation 
of Mankind. To be ſent by our Bleſſed 
Lord for the farks Ends as he was ſent into 


the World, is ſuch an Appointment of us to 
all 


* 
all Kinds and Degrees of Holineſs, as can ne- 
ver be rightly diſcharged, but by our giving 
and devoting ourſelves WHOUF and abſolutely 
unto God. 
Imagine that you had lived with our Blefſed 
Lord when he was upon Earth, that you had 


learn'd the Dignity and Divinity of his Perſon, 


that you had ſeen the Love which he bore to 


Mankind, that you had entered into the glo- 
rious Deſigns of his Kingdom; which was, to 
convert the Inhabitants of the Earth, poor 
Creatures of Fleſh and Blood, into Sons of 
God, and Heirs of eternal Glory. 

Imagine that you had ſeen him after his Re- 
ſurrection, when, he had redeem'd the World, 


conquer'd Sin, Death, and Hell, and was : 


about to take Poſſeſſion of his Throne; imagine 
that then, in that State, you had ſeen him 
commiſſion ſome of his Followers to be Priefts 
and Interceſſors with God on Earth, as he had 
been, to ſeed, and nouriſh, ad ward over. his 
Flock, as he had done, to go before them in 
fuch exemplary Holineſs, ſuch Love of God, 

ſuch Compaſſion for Sinners, ſuch Contempt 
of the World, ſach Poverty of Spirit, fuch 


” Obedience od Reſignation, as they had him 
for an Enſample; had you been ee at all 


this, how would you then have heard and felt 
theſe Words: As my Jatler hath ſent me, ſo 

fend I you ? | 
What Sentiments of Picty, what Magnifi- 
cence of Spirit, what exalted Holineſs, would 
| vou 


1 
you have expected of thoſe, who were called 
to ſucceed ſo great a Maſter in ſo great a Work? 
Could you think they could be fir for this Of- 
fice, or were enough like him that had called 


them to it, unleſs they had renounced and /acri- 


ficed every thing for the Sake of it? Could you 
think that any Care but that of the Church of 
God was proper for them ; Would you not 
own that the Converſion of Sinners to God, 

ought to have been their one only Labour and 


Pains? that they were to ſeek for no other Hap- 


pineſs in this World, than ſuch as their Lord 
and Maſter had Jone, but conſider themſelves 


as called from the common Affairs, Eaſe and 


Pleaſures of Life, to be in Chriſt's Stead to- 


wards the reſt of Mankind, to conduct them 


ſafely to eternal Happineſs ? Now when we 
conſider the Apoſtles in this Light, as being 


the firſt that were entruſted with the Care f 


Souls, and from Chriſt himſelf, we can ſee no 


Degree of Zeal, no Height of Piety, no Com- 


5 0 for Sinners, no Concern. for the Ho- 


nour of God, no Contempt of Sufferings, no 
Diſregard of worldly Intereſt, noWatchings or 


Mortifications, no Fervours of Devotion, to 


which we of the Clergy are not equally obliged. 


For the Salvation of Mankind is ſtill the ſame 


glorious, great and neceſſary Work that it 
was in their Days, is ſtill to be carried on by 


the ſame Means, and is now in the Hands of 
the Clergy as it was then 1 in theirs. If it Was 
their : 


FR Vp * 3 Are = N * n 
13 > 08 3 n . e I - kin thc ee ig N . 
JJ 


L729] 
their Happineſs and Glory to be faithful to 
him that called them, to forget the little Inte- 
reſts cf Fleſh and Blood, and have nothing at 
Heart, but the Advancement of God's King- 
dom, we ſhall fail both of Happineſs and Glo- 
ry, if we ſeek it any other way. If an Apoſtle 
conſidering the Weight of reconciling Souls 
unto God, is forced to cry out, Who is ſuffici- 
ent for theſe things ? ſhall we think any Care but 
that which is the greateſt, ſufficient to make us 
ſtand uncondemned before God? It is a fatal 
Deception to imagine, that the Life of a Mi- 
niſter of God is ever to be a Life of Eaſe or 
worldly Repoſe. For tho' the temporal Sword 
be not always drawn againſt them, nor they 
forced to flee from one City to another, yet the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, have perhaps 
never ſo much Difficulty to be reſiſted, as in 
temporal Proſperity, nor have the Miniſters 
of Chriſt ever more Occaſion to put on all their 
Armour, than when the World is given up to 
Eaſe, and Peace, and Plenty. Swarms of Vice 
Real upon us in theſe Seaſons, the Spirit and 
Life of Religion is in danger of being loſt, and 
the Salvation of Souls is made more difficult, 
than in the moſt perilous Times. And how is 
ſuch a State of Temptation to be reſiſted, 
ſuch a Torrent of Vice to be oppoſed, but by 
the Clergy's ſhewing themſelves vi/ible and no- 
 torious Examples of all the contrary Virtues. ' 
When Mankind are wailowing in Debauche- 5 
ry, wantening in Pleaſures, and Bren up ta 


. 
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48 Voanity and Luxury 1 in all Shapes, it is then the 3 
pl Duty of the faithful Miniſter, by his being 3 
= en . to the World, to proclaim himſelf 5 
_- the Meſſenger of a crucified Saviour, and to z 
i make his own ſelf-denying, mortified, and F 
it | heavenly Life, a plain, open, and conflant Re- 1 
4 proof of: all vain Indulgences. For to yield to, 5 

or fall in with the Softneſs, Vanity, Luxury, 5 

Indulgence, or Avarice of the World, is the $ 

fame Infidelity and Breach of Truſt in the ſa- ; 


_ cred Office, as to depart from the true Faith, 
and fall in with ſome abominable Hereſy. 
[ believe I need not now help the Reader to 
obſerve, that the Doctor's Undertaking is fur- 
ther liable to theſe great Objections againſt it; 
Firſt, That it calls us from the Sin and Danger 
of being Rigliteous over-much, when we are 
always. to own, that we are not yet Righteous 
enough, Secondl ly, That it propoſes to flir us 1 
up againft this Sin and Danger, at a tine. 
when this Nation is in Danger of the ſevereſt | 
Judgments of God upon it, for a general Irr- 
ligion and Profaneneſs. Thirdly, That it tens 
to lead the Clergy from a juft Senſe of what the | 
Nature of their Office, the Nature of Reli- 2 
gion, and the preſent State of this Nation, re- 
quires of them. That it tends to raiſe an 2} 
Spirit in them, not only to be content with an 
ordinary common Degree of Piety in them- 
ſelves, and their Flocks, but with a watchful 
and jealous Eye to guard againſt all the Begin- 
nings of an uncommon, or more than ordi- 
4 Ds Res 5 e nary 
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nary Sanctity of Life, cither 1 in themſelves or 
thers. 

1 Thus, ſays he, «To What a Height of Fa- 
« natic Madneſs in Doctrine, as well as Prac- 
« tice, are ſomèe advanced, who ſet out at firſt 
8 with an Appearance of more than ordinary 

* Sanblity in Prattice only * Nene Is not this 
e upon the Clergy to beware, how they 
admit theſe Beginnings of a more than ordi- 
nary Sanctity of Life, either in themſelves, or 
thoſe committed to their Care ? Is it not plainly 
telling them, that they muſt ſtick cloſely and 
feadily to ſuch Sanity of Practice, as may be 
called ordinary, or elſe they will be in Fana- 
tic Madneſs ? Here is no Force put upon his 
Words, a more than ordinary Sanflity i in Prac- 
tice only, is mark'd out as the genuine natural 
Cauſe of Fanatic Madneſs; and therefore the 
Cauſe is equally condemn'd with the Effect. 
Had he meant that his Reader ſhould not have 
the ſame Diſlike of the one, as of the other, 
or had he been afraid of his doing ſo, would 
he not have putin a Word in Favour of a more 
than ordinary Sanctity of Life? would he not 
have ſaid, that he did not intend to blame that, 
or at leaſt not ſo much as the other ? But not a 
Word of this, a more than ordinary Sanity 
in Practice only, and Fanatic Madneſs, are 
conſider'd as Cauſe and Effect, and left in the © 
lame State of Condemnation, to be 5. 
guarded againſt, and Ns a by the es 
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whole 
ders in degenerate "Times, where Trade and 
Traffic have ſcized upon all holy Things; and 
it will be eaſy for you, without Fear, to ſwim 
along with the corrupt Stream, and to look 
upon him as an Enemy, or Enthyfiaft, that 
would fave you from being loſt in it. But 
think, my dear Brethren, think in time, what : 
 Remorſe you are treaſuring up for yourſelves, if 
you live to look back upon a looſe, negligent, 
Corr ropes diſorderly, worldly, unedifying Life, 
ſpent 


32 


So that in a Nation over-run with all Manner 
of Corruption both of Principle and Practice, 
Where the ordinary State of Religion has hardly 
the Form of Godlineſs, People are in this 
State of Things to content themſelves with 
Juch a Sanftity of Life, as may be deemed to be 


ordinary. 
And here I can't help addreſſing myſelf with 
great Affection to all my younger Brethren of 


the Clergy. According to the Courſe of Na- 
ture, you are likely to have the Care of the 
Church wholly upon youreHands in a ſhort 
time; and therefore it is chiefly from you that 
the Reſtoration of true Piety is to be expected 
in this Nation. I beſeech you, therefore, for 


your own Sakes, for the Goſpel's Sake, for the 


Sake of Mankind, to devote our wholly © 
to the Love and Service of God. As you are 
yet but Beginners in this great Office, you have 
it in your Power to make your Lives the great- 


eſt 1 «veg both to yourlelyes, and the 


ation, You are enter'd into Holy Or- 
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ſhent amongſt thoſe whoſe Blood will be re- 


quired at your Hands. Think, on the other 


Hand, how blefiedly your Employment will 


end, if by your Poices, your Lives, and La— 
hours, you put a Stop to the Overflowings of 
Iniquity, reſtore the Spirit of the Primitive 


Clergy, and make all your Flock bleſs and 


praiſe God, for having ſent you amongſt them. 
Lay this down as an infallible Principle, that 


an intire, abſolute Renunciation of all worldly 


Intereſt, is the only poſſible Foundation of that 
exalted Virtue which your Station requires. 


Without this, all Attempts after an exemplary 
pPiety are in vain. If you want any thing 
from the World by way of Figure and Exalta- _ 
; don, you ſhut the Power of your Redeemer | 


out of your own Souls; and inſtead of con- 


verting, you corrupt the Hearts of thoſe that 
are about you. Deteſt therefore, with the ut- 


moſt Abhorrence, all Defires of making your 


Fortunes, either by Preferments or rich Mar- 
riages, and let it be your only Ambition to 
ſtand at the Top of every Virtue, as vi/ible 
Guides and Patterns to all that aſpire after the 
Perfection of Holineſs. Conſider yourſelves 


merely as the Meſſengers of God, that are ſolely 


ſent into the World on his Errand, and think 
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it Hap ineſs enough, that you are called to the 5 
BY -fineſs, for which the Son of) God was 
born into the World. I don t call you from a 


ſober Uſe of human Learning, but! would fain 


PE You to think nothing worthy of your 
Th - Notice 
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Notice in Books and Study, but that which di. 


reftly applies to the Amendment cf the Heart, 


which makes you more holy, more divine, more 
heavenly, than you would be without it. You 
want nothing, but to have the Corruption of 
your natural Birth removed, to have the Nature, 
Lite and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt derived into you ; 
as this is all that you want, ſo let this be all that 
you ſeek from Books, Study, or Men. This is 


the only, certain Way to become eminent Di- 


vines, inſtructed to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And above all, let me tell you, that the Book of 
all Books is your own Heart, in which re writ- 
ten and engraven the deepeſt Leſſons of Divine 
Inſtruction ; learn, therefore, to be deeply K. 
tentive to the Preſence of God in your Hearts, 
Who 1s always ſpeaking, always inſtructing, al- 


ways illuminating that Heart that is attentive to 
him. Here you will meet the Divine Light in 
its proper Place, in that Depth of your Souls, 


where the Birth of the Son of God, and the 


Proceeding of the Holy Ghoſt, are always ready 


to ſpring up in you: 138 be aſſured of this, that 
ſo much as you have of inward Attention to 
God in your Hearts, of inward Love and Ad- 
herence to his holy Light and Spirit within you, 
ſo much as you have of real, unaffeted Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs, ſo much as you are dead to 
your on Will and Self-love, ſo much as you 
have of Purity of Heart, ſo much, and no more, 


nor any further, do you ſee and know the 


5 ruths of God. Theſe Virtues are the only 
Eyes, | 
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Fves, and Ears, and Senſes, and Heart, by 


which vou weill know and underſtand ev cry 


thing in Scripture, in that Manner, and in that 


Degree, i in which God would have it under- 


ſtood, both for your own Good, and the Good 


of other People. It was owing to this Prrity 
of Heart, and Attendance upon God, that an 
ancient Ilidow. named Anna*, knew him to 
be the rue Mejiah, whom the Rulers, Chief 
Priefls, and Dottors: of the Law, condemn'd 
as an Inpoſtor. Had they, inſtead of their Ad- 


herence to critical Knowlege, and rabbinical 
 Learving, been devoted to God in ſuch Purity 
of Heart as ſhe was, they had known as much 


of the Kingdom of God as ſhe did. Place 


therefore all your Hope and Confidence, all 


_ your learned Help and Skill, in the ardent 


Love and Practice of theſe Virtues, and then, 
and then only, you will be able Miniſters, holy 


Prieſts, and Meſſengers of God; your cleanſed 
Hearts, like ſo many purified Mirrors, will 
be always penetrated, always illuminated, by 


the Rays of Divine Light, and you will no 


more need the Critics, to tell 210 what God 


peaks to you in the Scriptures, than to tell you 


N wh at God ſpeaks to you in your own Hearts. 


There are indeed in the Scriptures Secrets and 


Myſteries, only fully to be known in God's 
own Time, and not a Minute ſooner ; but of 
all Men in the World, the critical Dealers in 
wm, . and Particles, know the leaſt of them. 
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and make the vaineſt Attempts to underſtand 
them. But Scripture, conſider'd as a Doctrine 
of Life, Faith, and Salvation in Jeſus Chriſt, 
1s a /caled or unſealed, an open or {but up Book 
to every Heart, in the ſame Proportion as it 
ſtands turn'd to the World, or turn'd to God. 
Nothing underſtands God, but the Spirit of 
God; nothing brings the Spirit of God into 
any Mind, but the renouncing all for it, the 
turning wholly to it, and the depending wholly 
upon it. Human Learning is by no means 
to be rejected from Religion; for it is of the 
ſame good Uſe and Service, and affords the ſame 
_ Aſſiſrance to Religion, that the Alphabet, II, rit- 
irg, and Printing does. But if it is raiſed from 
this Kind and Degree of Aſſiſtance, if it is con- 
ſider'd as a Key, or the Key, to the Myſteries 
of our Redemption in Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead of 
oßening to us the Kingdom of God, it Jocks us 
up in our own Darkneſs, It is a Truth con- 
feſſed on all Hands, that the Kingdom of Grace 
is the Beginning of the Kingdom of Glory, and 
that they differ only in degree. Is not this 
plainly confeſſing, that the Light of the King- 
dom of Grace muſt be one and the /ame with 
that of the Kingdom of Glory? How elſe can 
one be the Beginning of the other? And muſt 
not that, which is to be our one only Light in 
Heaven in a Degree, be now our one only 
Light of all heavenly Things in a lower De- 
gree ? Therefore all that we ſee and know of 
the Kingdom of God nos muſt be by that 


June 


Life of every Creature according to its Nature. 
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fame Light by which we ſhall ſee and know the 
Kingdom cf God hereafter. God is an all- 
ſpeaking, all-working, all-illumwiating Eſſence, 


poſſeſſing the Depth, and bringing forth the 


Our Life is out of this Divine Eſſence, and is 
itſelf a creaturely Similitude of. it; and when 


we turn from all Impediments, this Divine Eſ- 


ſence becomes as certainly the true Light of 
our Minds here, as it will be hereafter. This 


is not Ernthfaſm, but the Words of Truth and 


Soberneſs; and it is the running away from 


this IE nthuf ain. that has made ſo many great 


Scholars as ufcleſs to the Church as t1nkling. 
Cymbals, and all Chriflendom a mere Babel of 
learned Confuſion. I ſhall now only add one 
Word more: A compoſed Gravity of Life, a 
ſuitable Decency of outward Behaviour, is 
not the Thing that is demanded of you; your 


Piety muſt be ſolid, vour Lives exemplary, the 
Perfection of your Virtues muſt ſhine before 
Men, or you will all of you in your ſeveral De- 
grees, land chargeable with the ill State of Re- 


ligion, that is about you. 


muſt now take Notice of an injurious 


Quotation or two that the Doctor has made 
from the Treatiſe of Chriſtian Perſetlion. The 
Doctor quotes me as affirming, That not only 

tie Wickedneſs andVanity of this World, but eben 
its moſt lawful and allowed Concerns, render 3 
Men unable to enter, and unworthy to be received 
into the true State of Chriſtianity. And again, 
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that the Wiſdom ſrom above condeiuns all Labour 
as equally fruitleſs, but that which labours after 
everlaſling Life. Then the Doctor affirms thus; 
Here's an utter Condemnation of all Trades, and 
of all Profeſſions, of all Bufineſs, and ſecular 
Concerns Whatever*. Does the Doctor then 
believe that I bought Pen, Ink, and Paper, and 
wrote that Bock, to ſhew that no Chriſtian 
ought to make, buy or fell Pen, Ink, and Pa- 
per? And that I publiſh'd that Book to prove 
that it was my Opinion that it was utterly un- 
lawful for a Chriſtian to be a Printer, a Book- 
binder, or a Bookſeller ? Does not the Doctor 
know, that the Chriſtian Perfection in the Two 
firſt Pages, to prevent all Miſtake, openly de- 
clares for the Continuance of Mankind in their 
ſeveral States and Conditions, openly declares 
againſt a Cloyſter, or any fingular State of Life, 
openly afferts Chriſtian Perfection to conſiſt in 
the holy and religious Conduct of ourſelves in 
every State of Lite+ ? Does he not know that 
in the Serious Call to a devout Life, &c. which 
preſently followed the other Book, the very 
Title declares ſolely for a Piety adapted to the 
State and Condition of all Orders of Men ? But 
there is ſomething ſtill more wonderful, more 
regardleſs of Right and Wrong in the Doctor's 
Charge againſt me; for in this very Paſſage 
quoted by him, ſecular Buſineſs is expreſly af- 
firm'd to be moſt lawful and allow'd Concerns. 
- And yet from this Paſlage affirming the Law- 


fulneſs . 
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fulneſs of w orldly Buſineſs, and proceeding up- 
on ites a certain Truth, the Doctor has extracted 
the Unlawfulneſs of all ſecular Concerns What— 
ever. Again, Does not the Doctor know that 
he deſfignedly mangled the Words he quoted, 


and left out that Part which ſhew'd the Reaſon 
of my ſo expreſſing myſelf? That I was there 


ſpeaking to that Parable of our Lord's, where 
all that were bidden to the Feaſt, refuled to- 
come. The Firſt, becauſe he had bought a Piece 
of Ground; the other, becauſe he muſt try his 
Oren; the Third, becauſe he had married a 


Wife. Then the Maſter ; in Anger ſaid, None 
of theſe Men ſhall taſte of my Supper. Whence 
I thus obſerved, This Parable teaches us, that not 


only the Vices and theVanities of the World, but its 
5 lawful and allow'd Concerns, render Men 
unable to enter, and unworthy to be received into 
the true State of Chriſtianity. And does not 


every one ſee this to be the plain, neceſſary, 


and inoffenſive Senſe of the Parable? Had I not 
made Nonſenſe of it, if I had ſaid, that law- 


ful Buſineſs could not become a Hindrance of 
Men's Salvation? For are there not here Three 


lawful Concerns become Three Hindrances of 


their coming to the Feaſt, and Three Reaſons of 


their being declared unworthy of it? Then I 
go on to ſhew, that it is not the Employment | 


itſelf that is conde em'd, but its being made a 


Reaſon, or Excuſe, as in the Parable, for not liv- 


ing wholly unto God, adding theſe Words, the 
true Wiſdom from above condemns all Labour 


as 


. 1 

as equally fruitleſs, but that which labours after 
everlaſling Life. Let but Religion determine the 
Point, and what can it ſigriſy, whether a Man 
forgets God in his Farm, or a Shop, or at a Gaming 
Tale ? Now what is there here condemned, 
but the forgetting God? Or will any one ſay, 
that a Shop, and a Farm, are here condemned, 
becauſe God is to be remembered in them, 
or becauſe they; are to be made ws W gf 
of Piety, that labour aſter everlaſting Liſe? 

The Doctor proceeds to charge me with Poi 


tively aſſerting, that all Chriftians are, in all 


_ Ages, obliged to ſell all they have, and give it 
to the Poor. 1 have been fo far from aflerting 
this, that I have with all my Might faid, and 
proved the direct contrary, that no Chriftians of 
any Age are obliged to it. Speaking of the Com 
mand of our Saviour's to the young Man, o ſell 
all, and give it to the Poor, J have ſhewn by 
Variety of Arguments, and Texts of Scripture, 
that that Command calls no rich Man to /ell 
what he has; that it calls him only to do that 
with his Eſtate, which he is called to, by the 
Whole Tenour ct Scripture, as having Riches, 
that are not his own, of which he 1s only a 
Steward, and not a Proprietor, as being obliged _ 
to love his Neighbour as himſelf in the Uſe of 
them. That the Command of /elling all, im- 
| plies only ſuch heavenly Afſeetion, ſuch Diſre- 
gard of Riches, as is expreſs'd, by being dead to 
the World, having our Converſation in Heaven, 
being born again rom above, and having. over- 
| come 


„ * 
come the Mord. From the Beginning to the 
End of this Matter, I bave utterly rejected all 
ſelling, and ſhewn, that it means only a perfect 
Charity, a parting with tlie Self- Enjoyment of 
our Eſtates, to make them, as far as wwe are able, 
the common Support of thoſe People whom we 
are to love, as we love ourſelves, and as Chriſt 
bas loved us. The Doctor, therefore, in this 
Accuſation, muſt be allowed to have ſtuck 
cloſely to his Text ; he has not been Righteous: 
 over-much, The Doctor makes now an Infe- 
rence or two from this Doctrine of Charity. 
According to this Divinity, ſays he, it is, 4 Sin, 
to be rich. Here he is juſt as wrong as he could 
© poflibly be. For, according to the Divinity in 
A the Book of Chriftian Perfection, and the Se- 
”  rious Call, &c. the Bleſſedneſs, the Piety, the 
Happineſs ariſing from the Poſſeſſion of Riches, 
is demonſtrated from Chapter to Chapter; and 
viſibly painted in a great Variety of Charac- 
ters. Thoſe two Books were publiſh'd chiefly 
to ſhew to rich Men their exceeding Happi- 
nels. And I can conſiſtently ſay, that L 
ſhould reckon it a Happineſs to myſelf, to be 
one of the Number, ſupported only by this 
| one Saving of our Lord's; that it is more bleſs 
| ſed to give, than to receive. Another Inference 
the Doctor makes, is this; that according to 
this Divinity, if Man ſues you for your Houſe 
or Land, without the leafi Pretence of Right, you 
are bound to recede from your Right, et ham 
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have it, rather than deſend 1%. There had 
been as much Truth, and more Wit, if he had 
faid, when Thieves have any Deſign of entering 
into your Houſe, you are obliged to have no Locks 
or Bolts upon your Doors. For I have ſaid no 
more of the Unlawfulneſs of appealing to 
Courts of Juſiice, to ſecure us in the juſt Poſ- 
ſeſſion of our Houſe and Land, than of the 
Unlawfulneſs of going to a Smith for Locks 
and Bolts, when Thieves want to have our 
Goods. I take it to be as lawful to live under 
tuman Government, and to enjoy the Benefit of 
it, as to live under the Light and Benefit of the 
Sun. And ] look upon Courts of Juſtice, which 
are to protect People in the Enjoyment of their 
Property, to be the firſt and chief Benefit of 
Government. And if they were abſolutely 
unlawful, for the ſame Reaſon would all Locks, 
and Dons. and Fences be ſo too. On the other 
hand, I have ſaid, that the abſtaining from 
5 Contentions at Law, chuſing to ſuffer, and 
bear with Variety of Injuries, where we might 

legally defend ourſelves, and bring Puniſiment 
upon thoſe that injure us, is a proper Part of 
_ Chriſtian Self-denial, a juſt Conformity to the 
Meekneſs, and ſuffering Spirit of our Bleſſed. 


Lord, and highly beneticial to our own ſpiri- 


tual Advancement, And muſt not every one, 
that owns the Goſpel, ſay the ſame ? Has not 
our Saviour himſelf firſt Tai ſo? But does it 
theyefore e, that a Man has no Rights, or 


none 
* Page 15. 
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none that he may own ; becauſe it may be of- 
ten, and in many Caſes, a Matter of great Piety 
ro ſuffer wrongfully with Patience? The ſhort 
of the Matter is this: All Things that are law- 
ful, are not expedient, nor edifying. Of Con- 
tentions at Law, moſt of them are very apt to 
do us great ITurt, many of them are piouſly to 
be avoided, through Patience and Meck-fſuf- 
fering of Wrong; but ſome may be neceſſary, 
even as Parts of our Duty. Is there any thing 
more plain, or ſelf-evident, than this? The 
Doctor might have obſerved, that I ſpoke of 
 Law-Suits only under the Article of 85 If-de- 
nial, and therefore was only to ſpeak of the 
Duty, Piety and Benefit, of forbearing from 
them; that there was great Neceſſity that this 
DoBtrine of Meckneſs, and patient Suffering of 
11] Ulage, ſhould be fully ſet forth, Toth to 
Clergy and Laity; that I had no more Reaſon 
to tell People that Courts of Juſtice were in 
themſelves lawful, and ſuch as might y be 


appealed to in ſome Caſ-s, than to tell them 


that it was lawful to live in this Hand, and 
that they need not ſeek for a Country where 
there was no Laws nor Government to protect 
them. The Doctor has ſomething like an Ex- 
cuſe for the Weakneſs and Injuſtice of all the 
foregoing Remarks and Cenſures; they are to 
be confider'd only as little Daſhes of his Pen 
upon Books, which he ſays are not conſiderable 


enough to be formally refuted. Something like 


this 
* Page 22. 


through all Ages of the Church. 


„ 
this I remember was formerly ſaid by the Bi- 
ſhip of Bangor, now Lord Biſhop of J/in- 
chefler, concerning my Letters to him. But 
his Lordſhip had the Prudence and Equity not 


to make inconſiderate Remarks upon Books, 


that he thought not confiderable enough to be 
formally refuted by him. Into whoſe Head 
could it enter to think of formally confuting 


Thomas a Kempis, Taylor's Life of Chriſt, or 
his Holy Living and Dying ? Or what muſt we 


think of his Piety, who ſhould fay, that he 


only forbore ſuch a Work, becauſe the Rea- 


ſonings in thoſe Books were too inconſiderable 


to be formally refuted ? I defire no Authority 


for what I have written, -but the Goſpel, or I 


could ſoon ſhew that every thing in my Books 
that offends the Doctor, is again and again to 
be found, not only in theſe pious Authors, but 
in the Writings of the moſt eminent Saints 
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3. Truths of the moſt Important Concern to every Soul of 
May, The 5th Edit. Pr, 1 5d, a Dozen, or 88, a Hundred. 


: 


" BY 


